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At the time of writing, Forest 
School is closed and our pupils have 
been facing the challenge of being 
at home for this extended period and 
engaging in remote learning. For my 
part, I have found it strange and very 
sad to sit just down the road from the 
School site, which lies empty except 
for the children of key workers who 
come and spend their days at Forest. 
Whilst the School buildings are now 
quiet, awaiting the pupils’ safe return, 
I look forward hugely to the day when 
we see them stream noisily back 
through the white gates once more. 

During lockdown, my particular 
household has included two young 
people under the age of 25. So, I 
know how young people in particular 
have felt constrained. It’s for good 
reasons, of course, but that is not how 
life should be, with aspects of life on 
hold. Perhaps some have enjoyed 
some aspects of living in lockdown, 
others may have been hating every 
minute, but however our young 
people have been spending their 
time, I hope they have learned new 
things – maybe some new skills, or 

PHOTOGRAPHY Peter Henley-Smith

Article

The Warden 
suggests the Forest 
‘spirit’ is alive and 
well under lockdown

become interested in different things 
that perhaps they were too busy to 
engage with before? Because, one 
thing this crisis has required is for 
people to be more creative, resilient, 
compassionate and self-aware. As a 
result, the good side of human nature 
has been much in evidence, and it 
has been humbling. 

In all the readjustments necessary 
to living in lockdown, there have been 
opportunities to speculate on what is 
important in life.  That may be useful 
and healthy, but let’s not forget that 
this opportunity to speculate and 
reprioritise has come at a huge cost 

with this virus. So, I hope all in the 
Forest community are staying safe.

Coming back to those school 
buildings. The oldest ones have 
seen a lot over the years since 
Forest started in 1834. The tens of 
thousands of pupils who have left 
Forest at the end of their schooling 
have walked out of the white gates 
into a world that has faced very 
different challenges at different times, 
not least two World Wars during the 
last century, of course. And amongst 
all those Old Foresters, one came to 
mind in these tough times.  

IMAGE The White Gates
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Geoffrey Wellum is certainly an 
example of an Old Forester who rose to a 
challenge. He visited us on Remembrance 
Day in 2011 and spoke very movingly of 
leaving Forest in 1939, joining the RAF, 
and how he found Forest was much in his 
thoughts as he survived the Battle of Britain 
as a spitfire pilot, while many of his friends 
did not. Walking across the airfield to his 
spitfire each morning at dawn, he reflected: 

“For me at that peaceful moment was 
when memories of Forest School and the 
Chapel made themselves felt and came 
to the fore, with the offering up of a little 
prayer.”

IMAGE Geoffrey Wellum, Spitfire pilot, Second World War, 1941

IMAGE Geoffrey Wellum, Author of First Light, 2002

 And then he eyeballed the teenage boys 
and girls who filled the Chapel that morning, 
some of them in their CCF uniforms, and 
declared his absolute faith in those young 
people, those teenagers, those Forest 
pupils in front of him, with these hugely 
generous words: 

“The present generation of Foresters, 
your generation, is just the same as we were 
in 1940. You may live in a different world to 
ours of those days, have a different way of 
life and a different outlook, dress differently 
and have different rites and rituals, but if 
and when at some point in the future the 
cards are face up on the table, the chips 
are down, when no quarter is asked or 
given, and there is a National crisis together 
with a true belief in the justice of your cause, 
you will respond as we did back in 1940, 
you will respond. You are just the same, you 
are Foresters, and I, as a very Old Forester 
salute you….In Pectore Robur.”
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This is how the Forest spirit is 
handed down. It’s a strong spirit 
which inspires Foresters when they 
join the Forest community, and it’s 
a spirit they carry away with them 
when they leave the School. And, like 
Geoffrey Wellum, I too have strong 
faith in young people to be a force for 
good in the face of tough challenges. 

‘Sometimes it falls upon a 
generation to be great’, said Nelson 
Mandela more recently. And directly 
before this current crisis, Greta 
Thunberg was justifying climate 
change protests, saying: ‘We children 
are doing this to wake the adults up. 
We children are doing this for you to 
put your differences aside and start 
acting as you would in a crisis. We 

children are doing this because we 
want our hopes and dreams back.’ 

Constrained as I am sure many of 
our young people feel at the moment, 
they should not lose sight of their 
hopes and dreams. I suspect that, 
however life changes on the back 
of this crisis, whatever changes 
to any area of the way we run our 
lives socially, politically, culturally, 
educationally or in any other way, the 
changes will not faze them. We have 
been given an insight into much that 
is wrong with our world but also a 
renewed sense of community, trust 
and determination that will allow us to 
address these ills. I know that when 
this is over our pupils will pick up 
on such changes and see them as 

IMAGE Thank you chalk drawings made by the children of key workers still learning on site

PHOTOGRAPHY Samantha Gautama

“I suspect that, however life changes on the back of this 
crisis, whatever changes to any area of the way we run 
our lives socially, politically, culturally, educationally or 

in any other way, the changes will not faze them. 
opportunities and good challenges 
as their generation move the world 
on to be a better place when they are 
free to put their energies to it. At a 
time that requires us to focus on the 
short-term, I urge our pupils not to let 
go of the longer term. Their time is still 
coming.

Warden, Forest School
Marcus Cliff HodgesMarcus Cliff Hodges
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Event
On Thursday 23rd January 

we held our Higher Education and 
Careers Fair in the Sports Hall. We 
hosted over 100 exhibitors ranging 
from Universities to Gap Year 
providers and businesses.

We welcomed almost 300 pupils 
from local maintained schools and 
over 300 Forest pupils from Year 
10 upwards. Parents also joined 
this annual event as an important 
opportunity to familiarise themselves 
with the rapidly changing careers 
landscape.

From 2nd - 6th March we 
celebrated National Careers Week 
and were delighted to host an array 
of speakers drawn from a number 
of different business sectors. We 
welcomed a product marketing 
manager from Apple, a Forex Trader 
from BGC, a lawyer trailblazing in the 
area of LawTech, a global diversity 
entrepreneur, and a young OF who is 
emerging as a leading stage director 
at Cambridge University.

“I was very chuffed to be invited back to my old 
school to talk to current students about career choices 

and entrepreneurship

Rita Kakati Shah, Founder and CEO of Uma

Our HE and Careers Fair plus National Careers Week
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Forest to Harvard

Forest School is delighted to 
report that earlier this term, Y13 
pupil Lucy Leel was offered a place 
at globally prestigious Harvard 
College, Massachusetts, USA. 
Last year, Harvard accepted just 
3.4% of around 47,000 applications 
for its class of 2020 and only 
a tiny proportion of those were 
international students – making it 
much more selective than either 
Oxford or Cambridge – so this is 
an huge accomplishment. Lucy’s 
achievement also continues a long 
line of successful applications to 
internationally renowned institutions; 
we are incredibly proud to have 
supported Forest pupils in securing 
to offers from Universities like UC 
Berkeley and the University of London 
Institute in Paris in previous years.

 
Lucy confirmed that the Harvard 

application process for 2020 entry 
was predictably intensive; 

“The amount of paperwork was 
immense. Ms Spencer Ellis was 
amazing and helped and supported 
me. Mr Perham helped me create my 
strength and conditioning portfolio. 
I also had to sit the SAT and submit 
two long personal essays. I was then 
interviewed by a designated Harvard 
Alumni and had a meeting with the 
Harvard Admissions Board when I 
visited during half term.”

PHOTOGRAPHY Shutterstock.com

Article
Lucy’s exciting 
stateside future

 Harvard operates a holistic 
process which suits our well-
rounded Foresters perfectly. They 
seek out students who not only 
have high grades, but who also 
show excellence across a range of 
different areas which made it an ideal 
destination for Lucy who has been 
a regular for the England Hockey 
squad and is also an extremely 
accomplished musician. 

Global travel restrictions 
permitting, Lucy will be off to Harvard 
in September – we look forward to 
hearing about all she accomplishes 
there!

IMAGE Lucy Leel playing hockey for England

IMAGE Aerial view of Harvard Campus, Cambridge, Boston, MA

LOGO Harvard.edu
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Forest to Harvard

We believe it’s an opportunity for 
pupils to engage in Science in many 
different ways in a concentrated 
period of time, encouraging a love of 
learning and intellectual engagement 
with new ideas.

Science Week sparks pupils’ 
interest in Science and generally 
makes them curious about the world 
around them. At Forest, it is not just 
about information gathering it’s about 
brain growth and idea development.

We are acutely aware that in 
maintained schools opportunities for 
Science engagement is limited which 
is why we are committed to providing 
enrichment opportunities to ALL 
pupils, regardless of setting.

In 2019 we invited our Primary and 
Sixth Form partner schools to come 
to presentations and workshops 
and over 1,500 pupils attended. 
This year, that figure has doubled 
as we welcomed over 3,000 pupils 
to our week-long programme of 
Science presentations, lectures and 
workshops.

Forest Science Week creates a 
real buzz and sense of excitement for 
all pupils. The sharing of ideas and 
practical experiences also creates a 
forum for our partner schools to work 
together. We like to ensure that pupils 
attend from a range of local schools 
and that everyone, from pupils to 
teachers, participate.

Event
The annual celebration of all things Science 

This year’s British Science Week 
at Forest was a huge celebration of 
all things Science! We had activities 
and events running for every pupil 
in the school from Reception right 
through to Year 13.
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“My heart was 
in my mouth! 

Don’t try this at 
home!

PHOTOGRAPHY 
Peter Henley-Smith

Below is a snapshot of the types 
of events we hosted during Science 
Week which we shared with our 
partnership community:

Science Made Simple
This was an exciting, highly 

interactive Science show, targeted 
at primary school pupils, that 
explored all the amazing properties 
of water. More than 900 pupils from 
six local partner schools attended.

Hands On Science
In this CSI Fingerprints 

workshop children investigated 
their own fingerprints. They were 
shown how to identify themselves 
and find the characteristics that 
make them unique. 

Wonderstruck
The Dangerous Science Show 

was attended by more than 200 
children from three partner primary 
schools and delighted all ages as it 
examined the impact of our ability 
to use the energy of expanding 
gases. 

Mad Cow Disease - The British 
beef scandal and its link to a fatal 
human brain disease

This was a talk aimed at our 
Sixth Formers and we invited the 
London Academy of Excellence in 
Stratford along to listen and take 
part in this fascinating session on 
disease formation and genetic 
studies in a lecture given by our 
Head of Science, Jill White.
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On Monday 24th February we 
hosted a very successful Settling 
into Secondary school event in the 
Deaton Theatre. We welcomed Year 
6 pupils and their parents from Forest 
and other external schools as they 
approach the transition from Primary 
to Secondary school.

Our guest speaker was Laverne 
Autrobus, who is a consultant 
child and educational psychologist 
with 25 years’ experience. Laverne 
is regularly asked to give a 
psychological perspective on issues 
that affect children and their families.

At our event Laverne shared her 
expertise on some of the challenges 

PHOTOGRAPHY Laverne Antrobus, 2009 wikipedia.org

Smoothing the transition

that both pupils and parents will face 
in making the move from Primary to 
Secondary school. She gave practical 
advice on how parents could support 
their children to become more resilient 
and independent and she gave 
top tips on common issues around 
autonomy, privacy and technology. 

We then heard from Ms 
Lechmere-Smith about the 
Programme of Induction Forest offers 
to new year 7 pupils and then finally 
the floor was opened up to questions 
from the audience to our pupil panel. 
The panel shared their experiences 
of making the transition to Secondary 
school.

“Getting up early! 
I have to get up at 

6.30am. I’m a 9am 
type of guy!

Event

George (Year 7) ‘won’ the pupil 
panel. When asked what was 
the worst thing about moving to 
Secondary school, he said: ‘Getting 
up early! I have to get up at 6.30am. 
I’m a 9am type of guy!’ Good one 
George!
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On Wednesday 4th March we hosted a 
sports conference on how to maximise children’s 
sporting potential.

All members of the Forest Elite Player 
Programme attended with their parents and 
many more families from outside Forest School. 
We were privileged to secure such an expert 
panel of speakers for this event.

Richard Shorter is the ‘Non-Perfect Dad’ 
and has been delivering parent and coaching 
engagement strategies with England Cricket, 
England Hockey and England Rugby and a 
number of top-flight professional football clubs. 

Richard spoke about strategies to help 
parents manage their expectations in the world 
of competitive sport and he talked about the 
process of talent development. He gave practical 
advice on how parents can help shape their 
child’s mindset and resilience in navigating the 
highs and lows of life in sport.

Gary and Colin Lewin from the Lewin Sports 
Injury Clinic discussed ways in which parents 
can help minimise the risk of injury and how to 
help rehabilitation in young adults. They talked to 
the pupils in the audience specifically about their 
exercise schedules and to be mindful not to over 
train. 

Anna Kessel MBE is a sports journalist, 
acclaimed author and vocal campaigner on 
equality in sport. Anna gave a thought-provoking 
and inspirational talk on how sport can and does 
change lives and why we all need to realise the 
change in us and our children.

Maximising your child’s 
sporting potential

IMAGES 
1 Richard Shorter, Non-perfectdad.co.uk. 2 Gary Lewin, Lewinclinic.co.uk. 

3 Anna Kessel, Womeninfootball.co.uk. 4 Colin Lewin, Lewinclinic.co.uk

“What a great line-up of 
speakers. The advice on strategies 
for talent development and not 
overloading training schedules 

was really helpful and practical. 
And Anna gave some serious food 

for thought on inspiring young 
athletes of the future.
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Lent term is always a busy one for 
Drama at Forest and this year was 
no exception. The restricted lives 
we are all necessarily living in the 
midst of a global health crisis has led 
to the closure of every cultural and 
arts institution in the country, which 
makes us appreciate all the more the 
importance of the enrichment they 
bring to our lives. Looking back on 
the breadth and depth of Forest’s 
drama output this term, we still do not 
know when we will be able to perform 
together again, but meanwhile there 
is still lots to celebrate.

It is difficult to imagine, now we 
are all at home and theatres up and 
down the country are closed, but 
February this year saw a wonderful 
collaboration between the Drama 
and Music departments as we 
relaunched Musicals at Forest with 
an unprecedented one hundred and 
eighty five pupils taking part in our 
production of Barnum. We set our 
version of Barnum in Walthamstow to 
incorporate some of our own history 
as Forest was founded at the very 
time Barnum’s tale begins. However, 
we didn’t expect our East End 
production to get so many reviews 
calling for a West End reprisal! 

 This was an ambitious project 
even by Forest standards: as well as 
ensuring lines and songs were learnt, 
a live band accompanied the cast 
and an epic set was built for the show 

to be performed on. Barnum called 
on the many talents present at Forest 
amongst pupils and staff alike and it 
has been incredible to see what can 
be achieved when everyone works 
together. What a success it was! We 
would like to extend particular thanks 
to Miss Van Praagh for the vision she 
brought to the production and to the 
entire Co-Curricular team who made 
this fantastic show possible.

Mr Stockwell did an amazing 
job of leading our ‘Big Band’ in his 
first ever outing as Musical Director, 
conducting twenty musicians made 
up of both teachers and pupils. More 
than half the band’s number were 

pupils who relished the opportunity 
to play a West End score alongside 
professional musicians. The band’s 
lively performance underpinned all 
the action that took place on stage 
against the backdrop of a magical 
transformation of the Sports Hall into 
a circus Big Top, achieved by the 
tireless work of our Estates Team and 
our Theatre Manager, Mr Tindall.

 
Choreographer extraordinaire 

Miss Cleveland-Hurley created 
dance numbers throughout the play 
for the ensemble, main characters 
and a select dance squad. Alongside 
these tailored routines, our pupils also 
benefitted from specialist instruction 

Article
Barnum was our biggest production to date
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from world-class circus performers, 
learning how to juggle, diabolo and 
perform aerial stunts. Our all-female 
corps of Drummers offered a feast for 
the senses opening the second act 
drumming in the dark with illuminated 
drumsticks, keeping perfect time.

 
The enormously talented Mrs 

Mitchell led a team of staff and pupils 
who created some of the amazing 
costumes for the cast, including the 
intricate sashes for our suffragettes. 
For all the other costumes, our 
partnership with the Hackney Empire 
allowed us to source garments of all 
shapes and sizes. Last, but certainly 
not least, we were delighted our 

entire Prep School were the first 
audience to see Barnum and grateful 
to our Year 5s who gave us their 
artistic interpretations of the circus, 
which provided the artwork on all our 
marketing materials.

 
One of the successes of Barnum 

was the way the whole team of actors, 
musicians, singers, dancers, pupil 
Theatre Tech team and dedicated 
staff came together and became 
a Forest family creating something 
truly magical that they will remember 
always.

“Best one yet. Set 
sensational, music 

magical and acting 
amazing. Not sure 

how you can top 
this!  Worthy of a 

Tony!

PHOTOGRAPHY Peter Henley-Smith
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Abby Hornbuckle
Adele Allen

Alex Mathews
Alex Scott

Alexander Robinson
Alice Luscombe
Alyssa Marshall

Amber Butt
Amelia Crabtree
Amelia Du Toit
Amy Gillespie
Amy Manning
Anika Sangani

Anjali Hull
Annabel Phillips
Annabel Sticher

Annabelle Epsley
Anthony Ikemefuna

Arthur Easey
Arya Thaker

Ayanna Davis
Bella Rowson
Betty Bowler

Caroline Easey
Catalina Borzello

Charlotte O’Keeffe
Chris Tindall

Christina Davis-Doukanaris
Christopher Richardson

Cosmo Cooper
Daisy Anstey

Damara Williams
Devan Mahalingham

Elise Alexandre
Ella Chisholm
Ella Newman
Emma Kelsey

Esme McPartland
Esther Keane

Eva Cotton-Chambers
Evie Thomas

Ewan Stockwell
Farheen Jawad

Finlay Mclachlan
Finn Wilson

Florence Cleeve
Gabriella Keane
Grace Nicholson

Guchi Ajish
Hannah Hussain

Hari Gautama
Helena Matthews

Henna Ranu
Holly Gibson

Iain McGregor
Iman Monir

Isaac Hewins
Isaac Waterfall
Isabel Ducat

Isabella Manlangit
Isabella Sleeman

Isabelle Moss
Isla Grainger
Izzy Newman
Jake Wiltshire
Jasmine Patel

Jayni Magudia
Joe Adams

Joseph Garfield
Juliette Logan
Kai Felstead
Keziah Morris

Kieran Wakefield
Kim Palmer-Thomson

Kira Westbrook
Kiwi Bennett

Lakshmi Robertson
Laurie Andrews
Leonie Gamage

Lewis Mark
Linnéa Cramer
Luca Whiteley
Maddie Hodge

Maha Kashif
Marianne Nelson 

Mary Barry
Maya Ames
Meigan Teo

Melika Pakravan
Mia Ayling

Milly Meadows
Molly Kiely

Nadia Heap
Nancy Micallef
Natalia Perera

Neha Durai
Nikhil Shah
Nina Hines 

Olivia Ross-Bell

Orla Sweetnam
Rachel Shelley
Reeya Dhaliwal
Rosa Hadfield
Rosie McVeigh

Saara Ali
Sam Anderson-Lincoln

Sam Eccleston
Sam Russell
Sam Wilkins

Samia Hasan
Samuel Bentley

Sandra Kieu
Sarita Saha

Scarlett Hordok
Seamus Gallagher
Seamus Spurrier

Sofia Borrini
Sophia Borzello
Sophie Schmidt 

Sunderani Sharma
Tabitha Crabb
Tanisha Sen

Vanessa Kelsey
Wilfred Williams
William Bagnall

William Headlam
William Telling
Zahra Farooq
Zahra Thaha
Zara Prisaca
Zara Zaman
Zoe Crabb

Cast, Crew, Performers, Costume, Props and Band Members

IMAGE Lisa Thomas-Dixon, Graphic Designer  PHOTOGRAPHY Peter Henley-Smith
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Pupil reviews
‘It was absolutely my favourite 
production I have done 
anywhere! I have never done 
a play where the sense of 
community was so strong. Also 
there was such a clear ethos that 
we were a team. All day I see 
people from the cast who smile 
at me. The only thing I would 
change is that I would have 
loved to do at least one more 
performance.’
 
‘I was doing the lighting because 
I was not confident enough to be 
in the actual play but when I saw 
everyone being so supportive 
of each other, it just made me 
want to be a part of it all. This 
has boosted my confidence and 
convinced me to try out for the 
next play!’
 
Audience reviews
‘What a fantastic show! I 
was overwhelmed not just by 
the wonderful performances 
of everyone involved, with 
outstanding acting, singing 
and dancing, and amazing 
circus skills, performed with 
such confidence from the 
youngest through to the older 
cast members. However, what 
impressed me most was the way 
the entire cast worked as a team 
and their sheer enjoyment, which 
shone through in every aspect 
of the show. A truly memorable 
evening and one which I felt 
privileged to have experienced. 
Well done to all involved for such 
a brilliant show!’
 
‘Forest School’s recent 
performance of Barnum was 
breath-taking, not what one 
might expect from a mid-year 
school show! The musical was 
an extraordinary showcase of 
the talent of all children involved 
with stunning solo performances, 
group songs, tap dancing, 
acrobats, musicianship. It was 
gripping from start to finish 
and refreshingly diverse and 
energising. Well done to all staff 
and children involved in such an 
ambitious project and thank you 
for putting on such great family 
entertainment for us all!’
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Earlier in March, the hotly 
contested Girls’ and Boys’ House 
Drama heats and finals took place. 
The effort, collaboration and positivity 
shown by the one hundred and sixty 
pupils involved was extraordinary.  
For many of these pupils, House 
Drama provided an opportunity to get 
involved in something that perhaps 
they had not had the confidence to 
try before, whether it be acting in 
front of an audience for the very first 
time trying their hand at directing or 
theatre design or working behind the 
scenes.

All the Houses performed their 
drama pieces over two evening heat 
events. Then four Houses from each 
heat went through to the finals. The 
pieces were extremely diverse and 
innovative, ranging from classical 
Shakespeare, to fresh interpretations 
of Brecht to pupils’ own original work. 
Every play was selected, devised and 
or adapted, designed and produced 
by our pupils, led by their respective 
House Drama Captains.

Both finals were adjudicated 
by Rachel Horowitz, a Theatre 
Practitioner and Producer. She is 
currently the Creative Learning 
Producer at Hackney Empire and a 
National Youth Theatre Associate.  
Rachel has produced a number 
of plays with Collide Theatre 
including sell out performances of 
Hamletmachine, Tejas Verdes, and 
Troy.

The winners of the Girls’ House 
Finals were; first Baylis with their 
production of The Shape of Things 
by Neil LaBute; second was Eliot 
with Taking Notes written by Y13 
pupil Freyde Sayers; third was Astell 
with an extract from Shakespeare’s 
Midsummer Night’s Dream.

The winners of the Boys’ House 
Finals were; first Miller’s with The 
Case of the Missing Orange Juice 
by Y12 pupil Tom Lister; second 
was Bishop’s with Y13 pupil Patrick 
Coghlan’s adaptation The House 
Drama That Goes Wrong; third was 
Johnians with Orders from Upstairs 
which was an adaptation of The 
Dumb Waiter and Celebration, both 
by Harold Pinter.

Girls
Best Actor
Baylis, Henna Ranu
Best Adapted Script
Astell
Best Comedy Performance
Eliot, Freyde Sayers
Best Director
Baylis, Henna Ranu
Best Ensemble
Eliot
Best Newcomer
Eliot, Georgia Hynes
Best Original Script
Eliot
Best Portrayal of a Male Character
Baylis, Clara Bushman
Best Production
Baylis
Best Staging
School
Best Supporting Actor
School, Isobel O’Neill

 
Boys
Best Actor
Johnians, Alfie Findlay
Best Adapted Script
Bishop’s
Best Comedy Performance
Bishop’s, Louis Lodder
Best Director
Bishop’s, Patrick Coghlan
Best Ensemble
Miller’s
Best Newcomer
Johnians, Devan Mahalingham
Best Original Script
Miller’s
Best Portrayal of a Female Character
Johnians, Jason Lane Gandarias
Best Production
Miller’s
Best Staging
Copeland’s
Best Supporting Actor
Miller’s, Luke Allotey

House Drama

The following awards were given:
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“...pupils can complete the practical exams 
as a performer or as a lighting, sound or 

costume designer, using an innovative tool 
called a Stage in a Box.   

Lent term is a busy one for the 
Drama Department not least because 
it is the time that our GCSE and A 
Level students usually complete 
their practical exams which form 
an important part of their overall 
assessment. As we write it is not 
completely clear how the Drama 
exams will be assessed in the 
midst of the current crisis, but the 
Forest Drama Department has risen 
to the challenge and has been 
supporting pupils in recording their 
performances that they have worked 
so hard to prepare.

Drama as an Academic subject (GCSE and A Level)

Drama GCSE and A Level 
assessment is a rigorous process 
which comprises performed pieces – 
including devised work, extracts from 
texts, written coursework mapping the 
devising process, a written concept in 
response to their interpretation of their 
extracts and final exams. Both GCSE 
and A Level students are assessed in 
two different practical exams where 
students perform a devised piece 
that they create and develop from a 
supplied piece of stimulus material 
and then they also perform extracts 
from a text. These pieces are the only 

practical exams that are performed 
live in the theatre in front of an 
examiner with no second chances if 
anything goes wrong – quite a nerve-
wracking experience!

In each case the pupils can 
complete the practical exams as a 
performer or as a lighting, sound 
or costume designer, using an 
innovative tool called a Stage in a 
Box. Stage in a Box – as the name 
suggests – is a 3D model that 
allows students to create physical 
representations of their design ideas.  
As a tool, it is used by all students 
as they have to create a design 
concept for their set text – a play they 
write about in the exam – from the 
perspective of performer, designer 
and director, having workshopped 
the play extensively in the Drama 
Studio.

The girls class of GCSE pupils 
worked on an extract from Pool 
(no water) by Mark Ravenhill which 
explores the impact of a tragic 
accident on a group of friends whose 
relationships are torn apart by envy, 
guilt and jealousy. Our A Level 
students set texts are Our Country’s 
Good by Timberlake Wertenbaker 
which focuses on a group of convicts 
who are staging a play in a penal 
colony in 18th Century New South 
Wales and the critically acclaimed 
Jerusalem by Jez Butterworth which 
exposes the grim realities of modern 
rural life.

Examples of the devised pieces 
performed by our boys class of 
GCSE pupils include a piece based 
on stimulus from the Roswell UFO 
incident and the mystery surrounding 
the secret Nevada base known as 
Area 51, while Year 13 students 
have been working on contemporary 
pieces Bull by Mike Bartlett and Di 
and Viv and Rose by Amelia Bullmore 
and That Face by Polly Stenham.

Our Drama pupils gain a 
wide range of life skills from this 
experience. They write, plan and 
perform their pieces as a group, 
building their self-confidence, 
problem solving and communication 
skills as well as creativity and 
flexibility of thinking. These are all 
invaluable traits in the twenty-first 
century workplace.
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On Friday 14th February our Sixth 
Form brought the annual Fusion show 
to the Deaton Theatre. This student 
led event celebrates Forest’s diversity 
through a blend of drama, dance 
and music. As well as performing, 
students wrote and directed plays, 
choreographed dances and 
designed all the marketing materials.

Over 15 different acts were 
performed ranging from big bang 
Bollywood dances, to African skits, to 
Spoken Word recitals and choir and 
band performances.

The event raised over £1200 for 
CRY (Cardiac Risk in the Young) and 
CALM (Campaign Against Living 
Miserably).

PHOTOGRAPHY Peter Henley-Smith

Annual Sixth Form 
cultural showcase  

Event
“Fusion is one of those events that sums up 
everything that is good about our culture at 

Forest School
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Music

Recital Room 
Wednesday 

5th February 2020
9am - 4pm

of the Year

Young
Classical 

Musician

The Heats

22 |

Highlights
Without doubt the Barnum 

production was the main focus of 
the term for the music department, 
however elsewhere musically there 
was still lots going on.  

Heats were held for Forest Young 
Classical Musician of the Year. 
There was brilliant adjudication and 
feedback from our guest adjudicator, 
Sarah Drury – a professional 
musician, violinist and teacher. The 
standard was very high and there 
were some amazing performances.   

In mid-February the Chamber 
Orchestra performed at Chelmsford 
Cathedral. That concert played 
to a full house and featured 
music by Avison, Haydn, Bach, 
Grieg and traditional Irish music. 
Krystian Krupa (Y10) performed 
two movements of a Haydn Piano 
Concerto in D major, and Orin Jacob 
Syer (Y13) performed the Sarabande 
from Bach’s 2nd Partita. Orin has won 
a place at Royal Northern College 
of Music to study violin so many 
congratulations on that wonderful 
achievement, Orin!

ABRSM exams took place as 
did Theory exams. For the ABRSM 
practical exams we had notable 
Distinctions for pupils taking Grade 
8, 7 and 6 in a variety of instruments 
including an incredibly high score 
of 142/150 for Holly Gibson (Y10) 
for her Grade 6 Singing. Well done, 
Holly!

PHOTOGRAPHY Peter Henley-Smith

“Many pupils had not been in such a large-
scale production and they rose to the occasion, 

creating a brilliant sense of energy at each show



Music

Brass Extravaganza Concert
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 The Brass Extravaganza Concert showed off 
the strength of brass playing at Forest and Forest 
Prep including wonderful solo and ensemble 
performances by groups ranging from the Prep 
School Horn Quartet to the full 10-piece Forest 
Brass Ensemble.



Sport
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This term, in sports, it has been all 
about cup competitions! However, as 
the term was cut short there are still 
a number of key fixtures outstanding 
but at least we can celebrate the 
progress to date.

U13, U14 and U18 Boys’ Football 
Teams have made it through to the 
Essex County Cup semi-finals. Our 
U15 Girls’ Football Team has reached 
the National ISFA Cup semi-finals. 
Our U18 Boys’ Hockey Team has 
reached the National Cup quarter- 
finals. 

Both our U14 and U16 Girls’ 
Netball Teams have made it through 
to the Essex County Cup semi-finals. 
Finally, the Lower School Swimming 
Team has reached the Grand Final of 
the London Swimming League. Well 
done all!

As ever there have been 
some phenomenal individual 
sporting performances from pupils 
representing the School but also 
outside School.

Highlights

IMAGES
Top 2nd XI Boys Football
Centre U13 Boys Football
Bottom U15 Girls Football

PHOTOGRAPHY 
Various Contributors
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1st XI Boys Hockey

U13 Boys Hockey

Lower School Swimming Squad

Alice Luscombe, Amelia Powell, 
Amu Surenkumar, Ashmita Surenkumar 

Tom Archer at English Schools across Country Championships

“So far this academic 
year we have created 150 
different teams that have 

played 869 fixtures

“Forest pupils have once again demonstrated the
key characteristics of Work Rate, Discipline and Respect...
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Looking 
Back

PHOTOGRAPHY Various Contributors

Freyde Sayers wins prize in national story writing 
competition (for the Jewish News)

STEAM society constructs with spaghetti and 
marshmallows

Tashi and Kaj Lynch aka Brograss perform at charity blue-
grass music concert in Deaton Theatre on 7 March

Annual staff versus leavers Netball match

The Lent Term 
in pictures

This Trinity term, despite not currently 
being in the building, we are very keen 
to keep our pupils thinking creatively, 
exploring their interests and developing 
beyond their academic curriculum. The 
Co-Curricular team have built a ‘Remote 
Co-Curriculum’ which can be accessed 
by pupils and staff via the following link 
https://forestschoolessex.sharepoint.
com/sites/Co-CurriculumSite

This will be updated regularly 
with new links, projects, events and 
information enabling our pupils to further 
engage with our Forest community via 
an extensive Remote Co-Curriculum.

Middle School Art Class

https://forestschoolessex.sharepoint.com/sites/Co-CurriculumSite
https://forestschoolessex.sharepoint.com/sites/Co-CurriculumSite
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Johnians Charity Curry - Grow a tenner

Annual Steeplechase - Lower School and Middle School

Inter-schools Faith & Belief Workshop

Barcelona Trip

Charlie Ward winning gold in Kumite 
Karate at the AMA championships
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