
Forest Preparatory School will 
offer approximately 8 places for 
boys and 8 places for girls at age 
7 for September 2020 entry. They 
will join our pupils from the Pre-
Preparatory School to form two 
single-sex classes of 24 pupils in 
Year 3. Girls and boys are taught 
separately for most lessons, and 
come together for assemblies, 
clubs, trips, lunch and break times. 

There are three stages to our procedure for 
entrance:

Stage One: 
Initial Assessment 
Children are invited to Forest in mid-
November to undertake some brief 
assessments using the computer and to 
complete a literacy task. Together, these 
will give us a real indication of a child’s 
general abilities in English and Maths. The 
children enjoy these tasks immensely and 
are generally unaware that there is any sort 
of real assessment taking place. Depending 
upon the performance of your son or 
daughter, he/she may then be invited back 
for the entrance examination in January. 
Only children successful in the first stage 
of the assessment process progress to the 
second stage.

Stage Two: 
The Entrance Examination

Selected candidates are invited back to 
Forest on a Saturday morning in January. 
During the morning, the children will 
read aloud a short text individually and 
undertake a piece of creative writing. In 
addition, there will be a fun activity which 
provides a relaxed opportunity for children 
to meet and spend time with other boys 
and girls sitting for entrance to Forest 
Preparatory School.

Following the initial assessments and before 
examination day, a report on your child’s 
academic progress and social development 
will be sought from his/her current school. 

Stage Three: 
Meeting the Head 

Once we have looked at the work produced
in the Stage Two entrance examination and
received the report from each child’s current
school, parents of candidates being considered 
for the final stage will be invited to meet with 
the Head of the Preparatory School. 

This meeting will provide you with the 
opportunity to better understand all that the 
Prep School has to offer and for the Head 
to explain what we try to achieve for pupils 
and their families here at Forest School.

Preparation for Entry at 7+

The school work your child will be 
undertaking in numeracy and literacy at 
their current school, working towards the 
end of Year 2, is the correct preparation for 
this examination. We do not recommend 
extra tuition. Our initial computer-based 
assessments are specifically designed so 
that children cannot prepare for them as it 
is important to us that children enjoy the 
level of the work at Forest School and are 
happy, confident learners. We need to be 
able to assess that this is the case and not a 
consequence of a child having received extra 
tuition.

Those children who reach Stage Two, the 
entrance examination, are required to write 
a story for which a title will be given. They 
need to be able to write simple phrases in 
proper sentences, understand the basic rules 
of grammar and punctuation (ie, a capital 
letter to begin a sentence, a full stop to end 
the sentence), and demonstrate a good range 
of vocabulary - in particular, the use of 
adjectives in descriptions. The children will 
also be asked to read from a passage chosen 
by us.

In addition, children will be asked to 
complete an age appropriate Maths test on a 
variety of number, shape and space topics.

Results

All parents will be informed of the outcome 
of the procedure by email during the 
middle of February, in common with other 
independent schools in the area.

Places must be accepted by the deadline 
given. An acceptance must also be 
accompanied by a deposit – currently £950.

A small number of candidates who meet the 
entrance criteria, but who are not initially 
offered places, may be offered a place on 
a short waiting list. The status of each 
candidate on the waiting list can usually be 
confirmed by the end of the Lent Term.

Due to the limited number of places 
available, there is no appeal procedure; we do 
take great care in our selection process. Places 
are limited, and when a child is not offered 
a place, this does not necessarily indicate a 
lack of ability or potential. Many candidates 
successfully re-apply for entry at 11+, where 
the number of places available is significantly 
greater. 

Key dates for 7+ entry 2020

Summer Open Evening 
Monday 24 June 2019 

Open Day 
Saturday 21 September 2019

Closing date for registrations
Midday on Monday 4 November 2019

7+ Intial Assessments
Monday 11 - Friday 15 November 2019

7+ Entrance Exam
Saturday 18 January 2020

Offers Emailed
Thursday 20 February 2020

Deadline for acceptance of offer
Midday on Thursday 5 March 2020

Guidance for entry at 7+


