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Warden’s 
Introduction
As you will see from this impressive booklet, the 
increasing number of partnerships and outreach 
activities at Forest is a clear expression of the School’s 
central ethos and its desire to make a difference. 
Diversity, inclusion and good-heartedness run through 
Forest’s DNA; our pupils learn from being part of an 
energetic community that sees partnership work as a 
strategic priority, but above all, as work that is good for 
the pupils in its care, and for society as a whole.

It is also worth stressing that there is no single model 
for partnership activity here. The best and most 
enduring partnerships thrive because of the sincerity 
of the commitment to achieving multilateral benefits. 
The desire to build strong links allows us to share and 
learn from best elements of practice elsewhere, which is 
why every partnership or activity we enter into at Forest 
starts with the question: ‘What can we learn from this?’ 
in the firm belief that Forest will be a stronger school as 
a result of such collaborations at all levels.
 
At international level, Forest’s Director of Outreach 
& Partnerships, Adela Kay, rounded off a busy year 
by forging a link with a school in Shanghai. Their visit 
in May signalled the start of a fascinating exchange of 
ideas and resources, to be followed by exchanges of 
pupils and staff next year; a fine example of another new 
partnership making pupils’ lives fuller, more balanced, 
more socially aware and Forest working together with 
others to achieve what cannot be achieved by working 
alone. 

Marcus Cliff Hodges
Warden
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STEM

Maths Off Piste 
For this year’s Maths Off Piste, we welcomed 
Dr Rogers from her day job as Director 
of Statistical Consultancy Services at the 
University of Oxford, who provided a 
fascinating and entertaining journey through 
the proper and improper use of statistics in the 
modern high tech and journalistic world.

ORBYTS
Part of the Twinkle Space 
Mission’s Outreach 
Thirteen year 12 students from Forest and LAE 
had a unique opportunity to undertake cutting-
edge science under the tuition of PhD students 
from UCL. 

Their research could have a meaningful impact 
on the planned Twinkle space mission which 
aims to make discoveries about exoplanets once 
in orbit. 

Original Research By Young Twinkle Students 
(ORBYTS) is an inspirational programme that 
not only gives hands-on experience of scientific 
research, but can also challenge preconceptions 
about who can become a scientist.

It is possible, if our students achieve significant 
results, that they could be named as co-authors 
on a paper in a peer-reviewed journal.



5

Year 6 Maths Day 

Over 40 year 6 students from 14 local 
schools came for an afternoon of 
Mathematical thinking and reasoning 
aided and abetted by Forest students from 
years 11 and 12. 

Pattern hunting on chessboards, flags, 
number rules and even some goat hunting 
abounded. The year 6 were buzzing with 
ideas at the end. 

Our visitors showed some great 
creativity in their thinking and were 
clearly inspired by our tremendous 
team of students, who drew unreserved 
praise and admiration for their guidance 
through the activities from the visiting 
teachers. 
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1st

2nd

3rd

Junior Science 
Competition

We invited local primary and prep schools 
to Forest to take part in a Junior Science 
Competition. 35 schools attended on the day, 
and the event was so oversubscribed that we 
ran a second event in May for the schools we 
could not accommodate the first time around. 

The students did Physics, Chemistry and 
Biology and answered some key practical 
problems.
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“Please would you pass 
on our thanks to everyone 

involved yesterday. 
The children really enjoyed 

themselves and the afternoon 
was so well organised”

High Beech Primary School - Head
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“The Diana Award trained all of our 
senior school Digital Leaders to become 
‘Be Strong Online’ ambassadors. They 
have also been invited to attend focus 

groups and Facebook event to talk 
about bullying and online hate. We look 

forward to continuing our work with 
them next academic year.”

Louise Golding-Hann
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E-Learning

Diana Trust Conference
Be Strong Online is a peer-led programme to 
help young people develop digital resilience. 
We hosted 75 external students to launch 
and participate in the Be Strong Ambassadors 
programme. 

Be Strong Online contains free resources 
on ten topics covering digital issues like 
cyberbullying, social media, online privacy, 
selfies, gaming and much more! 

This programme empowers young people to 
be positive online role models to their peers 
and to help their peers navigate the online 
world safely.

The Diana Award runs Be Strong Online 
Ambassador training events to help young 
people embed the programme in their schools. 
This event was run by our Head of E-Learning 
Louise Golding-Hann.
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Coding Club
Since February half term we have started 
running a Code Club after school with 24 
pupils from year 3-6 at Snaresbrook Primary 
School. 

The club is run by Ms Golding-Hann, Head 
of eLearning and year 10 volunteer Amy. Amy 
is using the experience to count towards her 
volunteer section of her Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Award. 

We quickly progressed using resources from 
Code Club and have programmed our 
Micro:bits as interactive badges as well as 
Micro:bit magic 8 balls. 

We look forward to returning to Snaresbrook 
Primary in the Trinity term to complete a 
hands-on project.

“Code club allowed 
me to use a Micro:bit 
as a compass, to code 

games… 

It’s really epic for 
something so tiny”

Code Club Participant
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The Confucius Institute is a 
Chinese state run organisation 
that runs through universities 
to promote Chinese language 
and culture.  

As part of celebrations for 
Chinese New Year we hosted a 
selection of dancers and martial 
artists from the South Bank 
University Confucius Institute 
who performed to both the 
Prep and the Lower School.  

It was a very enlightening 
and enjoyable experience 
and we hope to link further 
with them in order to include 
martial arts opportunities in 
the activities programme.

Visit from the
Confucius Institute
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Literacy and
Language
English Society
The English Society welcomed the stand-up 
comedian Eshaan Akbar (OF 2002). Eshaan 
had a varied career before embarking on the 
cut-throat world of stand-up comedy four years 
ago. Since then, he has travelled the country 
performing his routines and winning a number 
of awards. 

Eshaan discussed the interesting topic of 
political correctness and morality in comedy, 
raising thought-provoking questions about the 
purpose of comedians in modern society. 

It was a lucid and, at times, controversial 
talk, which provoked passionate reactions from 
pupils and teachers. 

Eshaan was delighted to return to Forest for 
the first time in 15 years and was genuinely 
impressed with the engagement and insight 
shown by Forest’s A-Level English students.

Thank you, also, to the 10 students from 
Woodford County High who attended as part 
of the School’s commitment to outreach projects 
and community links.
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The Arts

The Chamber Orchestra 
gave a lunchtime concert
at Chelmsford Cathedral

In March, East London Symphony Orchestra, 
co-founded in 2017 by year 13 pupil Zoë, 
performed in a charity concert raising money 
for Kaleigh Lau’s treatment for DIPG. The 
concert was co-ordinated by Darren Bloom, 
Forest’s Visiting Composer, and raised over 
£2,000 towards her treatment. 

East London Symphony Orchestra performed 
Gershwin’s Rhapsody in Blue, and a John 
Williams Medley, in keeping with the film 
music theme. Several Forest pupils played with 
the orchestra, and Forest were very generous in 
lending several percussion instruments for the 
performance.
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OF Rob Hughes will have use of some of the 
school instruments from the 11th June, so that 
he can prepare to carry out his project ‘Hand 
Of’ which will see three artists exploring the 
history of Sutton House in Hackney, together 
with 30 local year 6 children who have special 
educational needs and disabilities.

OLD
FORESTERS
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Dance Easter Camp
Fiona Tolland-Woodley runs a week long dance 
camp during the Easter and the Summer holidays, 
she has offered 6 free places to local schools for 
their students in need to attend. The camp has 
been a great success and new talent is always 
discovered.

“Thank you very much for this opportunity. 
The girls were delighted at receiving such glowing 
feedback from you after the Easter Dance Camp, 

which they both thoroughly enjoyed!”

Leytonstone School
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Sport Sports Conference 
In November we hosted our annual ‘Maximising 
your Child’s Sporting Potential’ evening. The 
purpose was to give local parents some additional 
knowledge and ideas on how they can help their 
child perform to their best, from club athletes to 
those with National Representation.

There were three speakers on the evening; 
PE teacher and Strength and Conditioning 
expert, Jack Perham, who spoke about the 
importance of Strength and Conditioning in 
young athletes Gemma Morgan, a performance 
coach, spoke about leadership and the pursuit of 
perfectionism. 

Finally, we were very lucky to have the newly 
appointed England Bowling coach, Chris 
Silverwood, who took part in a Q&A with the 
audience, answering questions on everything 
from his early sporting days through to his 
most recent role managing Essex CCC to a 
Championship winning season.

London Design & 
Engineering UTC
We help the London Design and Engineering 
UTC offer cricket by providing coaching and 
the weekly use of our grounds here at Forest.
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“The lesson structure on a daily basis was very good. 
Instructors were polite, punctual and professional. 

The children did improve and catch up ...”
Churchfields Junior School
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Access to
Higher Education
Oxbridge Support 
Forest has a long history of helping students 
prepare for applications to highly competitive 
universities, including Oxford and Cambridge. 

These universities have idiosyncratic and 
sometimes complex applications processes which 
frequently change. We have offered students from 
LAE the opportunity to come to Forest for weekly 
‘Critical Thinking’ sessions. 

The focus of these sessions was to help students 
hone their lateral thinking skills and develop 
their abilities to assess arguments critically. 
Many students now have to sit admissions tests 
(either before or at interview) and we have 
provided support for students taking these taxing 
examinations, which are very distinct from their 
A-level assessments. 

Perhaps one of the most notorious aspects of the 
Oxbridge admissions process is the interview. We 
have helped prepare students from LAE for the 
interview, as well as offering mock interviews and 
detailed feedback to students (and colleagues) 
from four other maintained schools and colleges. 
We always enjoy working alongside these schools.

Business Visitors
Forest Business students were joined by 
students from Trinity School to explore what 
it takes to start and manage your own business.  

Newcastle University’s London campus led 
students in an interactive competition where 
teams had to market and grow a technology 
product balancing profits, customer satisfaction 
and ethics. This was won by Sumayyah and 
Lydia of Forest School.
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“I wanted to share the good news that our student, has been successful 
in her Oxford application, receiving a conditional offer of A*AA to read 

Biomedical Science.  
Please pass on our thanks and appreciation to your colleagues who took 

the time to interview our students.”

Local Secondary Head Teacher
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Careers
Careers Fair
The Higher Education and Careers Fair saw over 
400 Forest pupils in years 10 to 13 joined by 
227 pupils from schools in Newham, Waltham 
Forest, Redbridge and Havering to explore 
future study and career options.

Over 60 universities attended from all regions 
of the UK, with overseas representation from 
the Swiss Education Group and Macquerie 
University in Australia. The 37 organisations 
included Finance, Law and STEM businesses 
alongside Gap Year and volunteering companies.

The young people left filled with ideas and 
dreams for their futures – plus various pens, 
bags, wristbands etc., in addition to brochures. 
A good day was had by all.

“Many thanks for hosting 
this event (Careers Day). All 
the RFS students came back 
buzzing about their day and 

very focused. This event is really 
appreciated and I hope RFS 
gets invited back next year.”

Rushcroft Foundation School
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 Forest Futures Law
Ever wondered what the difference is between a Barrister 
and a Solicitor? Do you need a law degree to have a legal 
career? These questions and others were answered as Forest 
Futures continued its successful programme with its Law 
event. 

Barristers Paul Hynes QC (Copeland’s 1973-82) and parent 
Stephen Reeder QC were joined by School Governor Judge 
William Kennedy, Derek Inkpin (Johnians 1961-68) 
Partner at Wiseman Lee, solicitor Pranav Bhanot (Doctor’s 
1995-2006) and Head of Business BBC Films and lawyer, 
Geraldine Atlee (Park, 1979-86). 

During the visit experts ran 
workshops throughout the morning 
for over 60 pupils from Forest School 
and our outreach partner schools.

Covering topics such as routes into 
law, what is needed to get a top 
training place and looking at the 
diversity of the profession.
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Forest Futures STEM
16-18 year old pupils from Forest School and 
surrounding Sixth Forms joined us for the 
inaugural Forest Futures STEM conference.

With experts from the fields of Manufacturing 
and Sustainability through to CGI, Artificial 
Intelligence, Nanotechnology and Data 
Science, the pupils had a chance to see how 
wide-ranging STEM professions are, and got 
plenty of top tips on how to follow a career in 
STEM. 

A big thank you to our speakers:

Professor Steve Evans
Director of Research in Industrial 

Sustainability, IfM, 
University of Cambridge

Gary Richardson
Director UK Head of Data Engineering, 

Artificial Intelligence and Nanotechnology, 
UK Lighthouse, KPMG LLP

Dr Jonathan Symonds
STEM Ambassador, 

Managing Director of Cambustion Ltd

Dr Rachel Berry
Independent Consultant, Astrophysicist, 

Top 10 Women in Engineering on Twitter, 
Parasolid kernel engineer and 
CAD junkie turned to Cloud

Darius Kumana
Digital Leader, App builder

Charlotte Wolstenholme
STEM Ambassador, Systems Integration 

Engineer and Site STEM Leader at 
Cummins Turbo Technologies

Alexon Bell
Compliance, Quantexa,

Network Analytics

Halil Bedevi
Managing Director Hennik Group 

Recruitment and Member of Cranfield 
University Manufacturing Industrial 

Advisory Board.
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The Community
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Volunteering
Duke of Edinburgh’s
Award Scheme
The Volunteering section is widely considered to 
be the most important of a young person’s Duke 
of Edinburgh’s Award. 

It may not have the allure of climbing hills and 
mountains in the expedition section, but it is 
where the hard yards and real development occurs. 

It is the one aspect of the award that forces the 
participant to engage with others that they do 
not know in an unfamiliar environment and for 
an extended period of time. Communication, 
organisation, timekeeping and reliability are all 
skills, which are developed and essential for life 
and work.
 
Something as simple as talking to an unknown 
customer in a charity shop or finding the best 
way to motivate and mentor a peer enables young 
people to do these things time and again, building 
confidence and in no time at all, better versions of 
themselves. 

At Gold level, 64% of participants continue 
with volunteering into their later life, further 
demonstrating the lasting impact participation in 
a DofE award can have for participants and the 
wider community.
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“For the last two years I have been helping out on Saturday mornings at 
Barrow Farm, a riding for the disabled (RDA) yard. There are four separate 

rides in the morning, and I either lead the horse/pony,  sidewalk with the 
riders (for support) or do work up on the yard. The rides typically last around 

forty minutes, and there are up to five riders on each ride. We usually ride 
in an arena and do games and exercises, but sometimes take the ride down 
a path through the forest outside if the weather is nice. It’s really fun for the 

riders, whatever their ability, and fun for all the helpers. ”

Jack - Year 12
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DT Project
Forest DT Department hosted a primary 
partnerships meeting to roll out a DT project 
for year 5 pupils. The DT department planned 
and created a short unit of work with all the 
resources in order to support non-specialists to 
teach DT.  

The teachers came and enjoyed an hour long 
practical session learning how to teach a Design 
and Make unit. The project was to make a 
balloon-powered car, and at the end they even 
had races to see who had made the fastest vehicle. 
Forest gave all the schools enough resources to 
teach year 5 as part of our Outreach initiative.

Local 
Education
During the Michaelmas term, we also hosted 
staff from Oaks Park School and Chingford 
CofE Primary to observe and meet with our 
staff to discuss  different aspects of our school 
curriculum.  

The Maths Department have continued to teach 
a group of girls from Walthamstow School for 
Girls additional maths. And we have supported 
various departments at other local state schools. 
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“[The session] was 
inspirational. It renewed my 

enthusiasm and gave me a big 
confidence boost as I heard the 
team saying the things that I 

say and doing the things that I 
do. I’m hoping to keep in touch 

with the Aldersbrook team.”
Local Infants’ School Teacher

“I would like to thank you for 
inviting myself and Adam and 
for hosting yesterday evening’s 
session on the Balloon Buggy 
D.T. project. We were very 

pleased to attend and grateful 
for the generous supply of kits 
that you provided for us to use 

at our school.”
Local Primary School

Forest Schools CPD
15 local Prep and Primary teachers attended 
a training session on forest schools at 
Aldersbrook Primary run by Julie Crouch 
their Deputy Head. The session was a 
great success and one of our own Pre-Prep 
teacher is going to work towards a Stage 3 
qualification in forest schools, following on 
from the experience.  
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LAE Visits Forest
On Wednesday 13th September, 50 students and 
3 teaching colleagues from The London Academy 
of Excellence (LAE) came to visit Forest School. 
The students were all part of ‘Forest’ House – 
each house at LAE is named after one of the 
partner schools. 

The purpose of the day was to build and strengthen 
relations between the two schools. LAE students 
heard about the Forest Sixth Form experience, 
went on tours led by prefects and attended an 
A-level subject lesson with their Forest ‘buddy’. 

After lunch, LAE students took part in a plenary 
session in which they considered what they liked, 
disliked, were surprised by and confused by about 
their day. They also took part in a Mindfulness 
session – all year 12 students at Forest do 
Mindfulness as part of The Forest Diploma. 

Safe Drive, Stay Alive
We hosted the Waltham Forest Sixth forms 
to see the Safe Drive Stay Alive presentation. 
This hard-hitting presentation is designed to 
make students aware about car safety both as a 
passenger and as a driver. It was very effective 
and Forest sixth formers also attended. It is 
a very important presentation for them to 
receive before they start driving so that they 
can make sensible choices.

Governors
A number of the senior team sit on governing 
boards for local schools.  This is an instructive 
and enlightening process and the school would 
like to encourage staff to continue to support 
local education in this way.
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“Raising children is 
a challenging business 
– a bit like trying to 

tame jelly. All wobbles 
and no rules!”

Sue Atkins

Settling into 
Secondary School: 
A talk by Parenting Expert
You may recognise Sue Atkins from her regular 
appearances on ITV’s This Morning show with 
Holly Willoughby and Phillip Schofield, BBC 
Breakfast and The Jeremy Vine Show on BBC 
Radio 2.

Ms Atkins visited the School to discuss the 
challenging transition phase between Primary 
and Secondary school, how parents can support 
their children during the transition and what 
they can do if they have worries about how their 
child is settling in.

It is the aim of these free events to make parents 
feel more relaxed and better equipped to deal 
with the possible challenges that they may face 
during the transition process. The event was 
aimed at parents whose children are currently 
in year 5 or year 6 and will shortly be joining a 
Secondary school.
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Charity

On behalf of Haven House Children’s Hospice, 
I would like to thank all those parents, families 
and friends who donated so very generously after 
the children completed their Sponsored Sing.

The amount raised was truly astonishing
A HUGE £3,703.64!!! 

This amount will go a very long way towards 
enabling Haven House to continue supporting 
children with complex needs, and their families, 
through the fantastic services they provide. 

Daffodil Day Collection
For the third year running, Forest Sixth Formers 
helped out with the Daffodil Day Collections 
for Marie Curie. Twelve students headed out to 
local high streets on a Saturday and contributed 
to raising more than £2,000. 
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In The Deaton Theatre, we were treated to 14 
Showstopper Finalists’ Bakes. Delicious offerings 
filled with cheese, garlic, spices of both vegetarian 
and meat varieties graced the gingham altar. 

The Bake Off has raised nearly £1,000 for 
our House Charity Young Minds and all pupils 
who were involved said they really enjoyed 
cooking.

“School Council would like to say 
a huge thank you to everyone who 

donated chocolate eggs to our Easter 
Egg Appeal. Once again the response 

was fantastic! 

These eggs will be distributed over the 
Easter period to disadvantaged families 

in the Newham Borough.”

School Council News

Forest’s annual Amnesty week ran from 
26th February - 2nd March 2018, and this 
year raised a record figure of £1,750. 
A range of fundraising and awareness 
activities took place, involving students 
from Year 7 all the way up to Year 13. 
Assemblies were given to each section of 
the school, along with discussions in tutor 
times and opportunities for everyone to 
sign a petition on a case study. 

Several students took part in a sponsored 
silence or sponsored run, and the Amnesty 
society hosted cake sales and a pancake sale, 
as well as a pub-style quiz. The finale of 
the week was a rap battle and poetry slam, 
which featured Head Girl Temi and Head 
Boy Douglas.

Pre Prep 
Easter Egg Appeal
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Community 
Action

“The young students made a supreme effort to bring their culinary delights 
to Branches Hostel. Everyone really enjoyed the meal. 

Well done and a huge ‘thank you’ to the budding chefs from residents at 
Branches Hostel!!”

Branches Hostel

 Forest School 
Man Food 

Cooks Up a Feast!
Boys from Forest School prepared and 
cooked a delicious meal for residents of 
Branches Hostel.
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“Each term the students choose a local 
cause to support. In the past, students 

have collected items for the Eat or Heat 
food bank in Walthamstow and winter 

clothing for the resettlement Shelter 
‘Branches’. They do a great job.”

Harriet Dyke, 
Community Action Coordinator

“I love the community work 
we do at Forest, because 

we’re very privileged to be 
here and it is good to go out 

and help others.”
Forest Pupil, Year 12
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 Baby Bank Collection
Waltham Forest is ranked among the poorest 11 
per cent of boroughs in the UK and the seventh 
most deprived in London.

Forest School presented Lloyd Park Children’s 
Charity with the gifts for its Baby Bank campaign 
which assists new parents and families struggling 
to make ends meet after welcoming new babies.

Last year the charity helped 248 families and saw 
demand for its services increase by 70 per cent in 
the second half of the year.

Lauren, Varahe, Salwa and Aliya, all aged 16, 
led the donation drive as part of the school’s 
community action scheme. Those involved with 
Baby Bank have thanked “kind and generous” 
Forest School students, teachers and parents for 
donating nappies, milk and clothes.

“We are so grateful to the students 
and the Forest School community 

– they have been so kind and 
generous.”

Sarah Marsh, Baby Bank Service Manager

“The families we meet really feel 
the impact of the stress they are 

experiencing and these donations 
will go some way to helping them 

enjoy what should be the most joyful 
time spent with their children.”

Sarah Marsh, Baby Bank Service Manager “The Baby Bank is a cause that 
has really touched the hearts of our 

school community. We are really 
delighted to help them.”

Lauren, Age 16
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Making Sensory Mats!
The Forest Art Action team has continued with 
their second mural at Snaresbrook Prep. They 
have also begun a new project: making sensory 
mats for the local elderly. 

This has been a new challenge, developing 
the students’ sewing skills all for a good 
cause. We took the first two completed mats 
down to Forest Dene Residential Home and 
the staff there were delighted. The mats are 
sure to bring comfort to the residents who 
live with dementia.

“Thank you so much for your 
continuous support with our 

residents. You all really do make 
such a difference in 

their lives.

The weekly visits from your 
students are also a tremendous 
support to me and the residents 

said they enjoyed having the 
youngsters running the bingo 

session.

Mahir and Joe have also been 
coming in weekly and befriending 

our residents which brightens 
up their day as they both have 
a special connection with them 
and not everyone understands 

dementia, which they appreciate, 
and treat them all with utmost 

respect.”

Forest Dene Care Home
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Forest Art Action 
Forest Art Action have been drawing and 
painting a mural on one of the blank walls 
at Snaresbrook Prep. 

The art work is amazing and the students 
have also run a workshop for the primary 
students so that their work/idea could be 
included in the final piece!
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International
In May, Forest School hosted Principal He and 
Mr Huckabee from Shanghai Aurora Foreign 
Language Middle School as we start to build 
international links with schools abroad. Our 
Chinese guests met staff and pupils, and engaged in 
interesting discussions about different approaches 
to teaching and learning across the world.

They observed a busy week at Forest and 
experienced a very English afternoon tea (courtesy 
of Chartwells) at the end of their first day. The 
visit culminated in the Warden and Principal He 
signing a Certificate of Friendship, as a sign of our 
mutual commitment to working together as the 
partnership develops. 

Mandarin has been taught in the Prep School for 
the past six years and is part of the Senior School 
curriculum for the first time this year. We also 
welcomed Mrs Li Chen to Forest at the start of 
Lent term as our new Head of Mandarin.

Central to this partnership will be the 
opportunity for Forest pupils and staff to spend 
time in China, honing their language skills and 
experiencing the ethos of a Chinese school. 
Starting in 2019, Forest teachers across all subject 
areas will be given professional opportunities in 
the international arena, linking their experiences 
to our own Visible Learning programme.

“As part of Forest’s educational philosophy, we believe it is important 
that, as a school, we engage with the international community. One of 

Forest’s strengths is its diversity as a school community. 

An international partnership can expand that diversity further and 
expand that strength by enhancing the education of students and 

teachers, and preparing young people for life in a global economy.”

Marcus Cliff Hodges, Warden
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“As part of Forest’s educational philosophy, we believe it is important 
that, as a school, we engage with the international community. One of 

Forest’s strengths is its diversity as a school community. 

An international partnership can expand that diversity further and 
expand that strength by enhancing the education of students and 

teachers, and preparing young people for life in a global economy.”

Marcus Cliff Hodges, Warden
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It is a fascinating opportunity 
which we hope will also allow 

for communication between the 
children of each school.

James Sanderson Head of Prep School
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South Africa
Over Easter two senior members of staff visited 
Unbunye Educare Centre to see the work they are 
doing and to start a charitable link between Forest 
School and Ubunye. We are currently exploring 
different ways in which we might be able to 
support teaching and learning there. 

Ubunye Educare, a thriving pre-school in the 
township of Dunoon in South Africa’s Western 
Province, provides a means to bring children to a 
point where they can access mainstream education 
and move on to local primary schools. 

Their approach to teaching and learning is through 
child centered play and education and in many 
ways is similar to our Reception teaching, though 
with children two years older. They believe that 
early preparation and a hunger for education is a 
key to change in impoverished communities. 

Ubunye also provides healthy meals for each child 
in the school to assist in their development. Forest 
is partnering with Ubunye to help them and us 
foster teacher relationships and sharing of best 
practice in Early Years/Pre-School education.
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The Future
Forest School seeks to engage young minds and teach 
the whole student, in order to bring into the world 
young people with excellent qualifications, and a 
sense of the wider world around them. As part of this 
educational philosophy we believe that it is important 
that we, as a school, engage with our local, national 
and international community to improve student 
awareness and encourage them to be an active part of 
their community. 

In 2017-18 the breadth and depth of our partnership 
and community work has grown and changed. We are 
keen to continue to foster even stronger community 
links with schools, teachers and other members of 
our community over the coming year. 
 
At Forest School we are fortunate to benefit from 
wonderful facilities, resources and individuals, and 
we would hope that, year on year, more and more 
schools in our locality will be able to participate in 
mutually beneficial future partnerships such as those 
outlined in this booklet.
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank those 
Forest colleagues for their hard work and support 
in making the activities outlined possible. I am very 
much looking forward to the coming year and to 
celebrating our collaborative work in future editions! 

Adela Kay
Director of Outreach

“Strenthening Forest 
through collaboration”

Adela Kay
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