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Richard Oakman
Johnians 1966-68

Whilst I have enjoyed 
seeing the use made 
of a recent small gift, 
I felt that I could 
best afford to give 
a larger sum as a 
legacy. This is really 
in appreciation of 
Dennis Foxall who 
allowed me to join the 
6th Form and thereby 
be part of the Forest 
Community. 



Paul Schneider
School 1989-2000

Some yearS ago you paSSed, for the firSt time, through the main gate and Started your 

Schooling experience with foreSt. you may have faced it with Some trepidation and, 

increaSingly theSe dayS, with pride at having made it through the Selective entry proceSS. 

What did the futuRe hOld fOR yOu? 

WOuld yOu make fRiendS? 

COuld yOu COPe With the WORk?

Hopefully your anxieties were dispelled and you found within 
the wider Forest community a school and friends which suited 
your temperament. You may remember attending Chapel or 
eating in the magnificent Dining Hall under the forbidding 
eyes of past Headmasters or Wardens. Some of you will have 
excelled in sport, others expressed themselves through music, 
drama or the arts. Each generation knew a different Forest 
School: their Forest, their friends and their memories. All 
were shaped in some way or another by the education they 
received. 

Throughout its history, Forest School has benefited from the 
inspiration of individuals, who have given generously in many 
different ways, including in recent times the Main Library 
Extension in 1999, which was funded by a legacy from NJD 
Stewart, 1919-25.

Pupils at Forest School are the beneficiaries of generations 
who have gone before and inherit opportunities which are 
the envy of their predecessors. The vast majority of donors 
to Forest School were not particularly wealthy in the worldly 
sense but they held the school in affection and wanted to give 
something back. Their example carried the torch of generosity 
from one generation to the next. 

dick Speller
Johnians 1954-61

I attended the School during the last years of 
Gerald Miller as Headmaster and the first 
term of his successor Dennis Foxall. I will 
always be grateful to Forest for two major 
and overriding reasons. Firstly it undoubtedly 
gave me a fine education which enabled me to 
move onto university - nowhere near as usual 
then as it is now. Also, I made the firmest 
friendships of my life there, ones that have 
lasted well over fifty years to date.

The School managed to create an ‘esprit de 
corps’, a real sense of belonging which has 
been with me ever since I left. This has been 
through the Old Foresters’ Club and its various 
functions and an attachment to Forest which 
has always been with me. For these reasons 
I will be making a legacy, as a small mark 
of gratitude, to help in some way with its 
educational work in the future. 

Remember when...
My eleven years at 
Forest School were 
incredibly happy and 
prepared me well 
for a successful start 
to my career. There 
are many occasions 
when I reflect on 
how experiences at 
Forest have helped 
me to handle present 
day situations. My 
School has not merely 
changed my life, it 
made it. I hope that 
my legacy pledge will 
do the same for others 
in the future.



Oliver Pollard
Johnians 1943-47

OFFC 1955

I thoroughly enjoyed 
my time at Forest, 
particularly for 
all the sporting 
opportunities it 
provided. I still watch 
school and OFFC 
football whenever 
possible. I was weak 
academically but 
Forest did manage to 
instil in me a sense of 
loyalty and service to 
the community, which 
has stayed with me 
for the rest of my life. 

caring for family and friendS iS what you 

do all your life and making a will allowS 

you to continue thiS proceSS after your 

death. if you die without making a will, the 

law decideS how your eState will be divided 

and thiS iS unlikely to be aS you would 

wiSh. 

Making a Will
Making a Will is not costly. You will need to choose one or 
more executors and it is strongly recommended that you take 
professional legal advice as to what action will best match 
your intentions. 

When setting up a legacy gift to the school you have two 
options. 

• You can allocate your gift to the area of greatest need. This 
gives the school the most flexibility and therefore is our 
preferred option. 

• Alternatively you can direct your Forest bequest towards 
an area of your choice. 

We will always honour your wishes but would ask that 
requests are kept sufficiently general to ensure that we can 
use your gift effectively and for the maximum benefit of 
our pupils. If you would like to discuss a request restricted 
to a specific purpose the Warden or Development Director 
would welcome the opportunity to discuss the details with 
you in the strictest confidence and without obligation. This 
is merely to ensure that we fully understand your wishes and 
are able to carry them out. It will also allow you to gain a clear 
picture of the School’s needs and future plans and how your 
philanthropy will support them. 
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ewen langford
Doctor’s 1936-39

Although I attended 
Forest for only three 
years, curtailed by 
the War and family 
matters, this period 
was to have a 
profound influence on 
the rest of my life. 

Being a boarder made 
my entry into the 

Forces so much easier and this was immediately 
noticeable when encountering others who had 
not had the advantages of being away from 
home for long periods.

Most importantly Forest improved my character 
immensely and helped very much with my 
general attitude towards life in general. From 
1939 until the mid nineties I did not really 
give Forest much thought, although the 
memories never faded. However a visit in 1996 
concentrated the mind and I realised more than 
ever, what a wonderful institution I had the 
privilege to belong to, and in a way, still do. 

foreSt School haS, for over 175 yearS, 

provided itS pupilS with an excellent all 

round education and haS alSo maintained 

itS tradition of being acceSSible to bright 

children from all SectionS of Society. 

the School currently relieS on itS own 

reSourceS to fund ScholarShipS - 10% of fee 

income, over £1million per year, iS directed 

towardS thiS worthy endeavour. 

There have always been generous benefactors but we are, 
as yet, not able to fund scholarships and bursaries on the 
scale we would like. the forest foundation fund is a ring 
fenced fund for those who wish to help. It means that your 
philanthropy will have a lasting and direct effect on the lives 
of young people - future Old Foresters - and enrich the whole 
school by enhancing its intellectual and social diversity.

We clearly have an enviable record of academic success but 
to improve on this we need to be constantly improving and 
expanding our teaching facilities. Our rolling programme of 
maintenance and development achieves much, although as 
change moves forward at ever increasing speed and parental 
and pupil expectations rise commensurately, additional 
income from other sources is invaluable. 

Bursaries   Facilities

Much Ado About Nothing 1979/2010 1950’s

1941



• Legacy giving is very tax efficient and will reduce the 
overall Inheritance Tax (IHT) payable on any estate worth 
£325,000 or more (this is the nil-rate sum below which 
IHT is not payable in the Tax Year 2010/2011). Tax is 
levied at 40%* and must be paid before those due to 
receive bequests can benefit. Only surviving spouses and 
charities can benefit without your property being liable to 
IHT. 

If you leave a gift to Forest School in your Will the value 
is deducted from your estate before IHT is calculated. For 
example, at the time of publication, if your estate is valued 
at £350,000 this would take you over the threshold and 
£10,000 would be due in tax. If you choose to leave £25,000 
to Forest School however, the taxable value of your estate is 
reduced to £325,000 so no tax is payable. In fact your gift of 
£25,000 to Forest has only cost your estate £15,000.

* IHT rates may change. The rate reduces to 36% if 10% of your 
estate is given to charity. 

• A legacy gift allows you to support Forest School in a way 
that may not have been possible or practicable during 
your lifetime and would be a permanent testimony to 
your affection for the School.

• A legacy pledge has no cost to you during your lifetime 
and can be varied in line with changing circumstances. 
Most importantly it gives you absolute confidence 
that you will have made a difference in supporting the 
development of future generations of Foresters.

• Opportunities do exist for perpetuating a family name or 
a name that the donor may wish to honour by offering 
significant philanthropic support.

• If you are an OF or parent of a pupil who has benefited 
from the unique education Forest School offers leaving 
a legacy is a way of showing your gratitude and 
demonstrating that you care about the future education of 
young people at Forest. Your legacy will be highly valued. 
It could make the world of difference for generations to 
come and will help the School meet the challenges of the 
future.

Bequests are warmly welcomed, but receipt is often 
tinged with sadness, particularly when forest School has 
had no chance to say thank you. We would be delighted 
to show our appreciation personally and invite you to 
enrol as a member of the 1834 Society, named to mark 
the year forest School was established. 

however modest or great the legacy pledge you will 
receive a letter of appreciation and be invited to a 
biennial dinner at forest School and to other special 
events. Wherever possible we will keep you briefed of 
developments in your specified field of interest. 

The rewards in leaving a legacy

Thank you

Guide to making a legacy gift WayS in Which 
you can make a 
legacy gifT

it iS very eaSy to include a legacy gift to 

foreSt School in a will or to add a codicil 

making a gift to an exiSting will. Sample 

phraSeS for making a bequeSt in your will 

can be found on the School webSite under 

the Development oFFice/how you can help 

tabS. the School Should be named aS:

‘fOReSt SChOOl (a ChaRity RegiSteRed in 

england and WaleS nO. 312677) Of COllege 

PlaCe, nR SnaReSBROOk, lOndOn, e17 3Py’ 

ReSiduaRy legaCy
Naturally your first consideration in making a Will is to provide for family 
and friends. The remainder or part thereof may then be bequeathed to 
Forest School:

PeCuniaRy legaCy
You may wish to give a specific sum of money. If you do not wish 
this sum to decrease over time owing to inflation you can specify a 
percentage of your estate or specify that your legacy be index linked.

SPeCifiC legaCy
This permits the leaving of personal possessions such as stocks and shares 
and property to the School.

ReveRSiOnaRy legaCy
You can provide for your family first by leaving assets to be administered 
by trustees so you’re your beneficiaries (e.g. your spouse) may enjoy the 
income during their lifetime after which the whole or part of your estate 
reverts to Forest School.

COnditiOnal legaCy
If you feel that you would quite like to leave all or part of your estate to 
Forest School, but also feel that there are stronger claims on your gift you 
can leave your bequest to a particular person, but if they pre-decease you 
the bequest would go to Forest School.

deed Of vaRiatiOn
As the beneficiary of someone’s Will you can transfer the whole or part of 
that inheritance to a charity if all those affected by the change are in full 
agreement. Inheritance tax can then be recalculated to take account of 
the variance if the deed of variation contains a statement of intent that it 
is to take effect for tax purposes.

life aSSuRanCe
For a modest premium you can provide guaranteed benefits for Forest 
School if you name it as the beneficiary of the policy. Please seek 
independent financial and tax advice as well as speaking with your legal 
advisor.

Below is a list of Old foresters who are solicitors and 
can assist you.

edwards duthie
Charles Newman
Doctor’s 1956-63
9/15 York Road
Ilford
Essex
IG1 3AD
020 8514 9000
allinfo@edwardsduthie.com

Wiseman lee
Derek Inkpin
Johnians 1961-68
David Wershof
Guy’s 1963-70
Wanstead
9-13 Cambridge Park
Wanstead
London
E11 2PU
020 8215 1000
inkpin@wiseman.co.uk
dwershof@wiseman.co.uk

fellowes 
Stephen Fellowes
Doctor’s 1973-84
21 Church Hill
Walthamstow
London
E17 3AD
020 8520 7392
info@fellowes.org

mullis & Peake
Peter Connell
Johnians 1962-69
8-10 Eastern Road
Romford
Essex
RM1 3PJ
01708 784000
office@mplaw.co.uk

laderman & Co
Daniel Laderman
Guy’s 1968-75
4 The Shrubberies
George Lane
London
E18 1BD
020 8530 7319
daniel@laderman.co.uk

We absolutely respect those who wish to remain 
anonymous and give you our heartfelt thanks. Should 
you kindly choose to inform us of your arrangements 
any information you provide is simply a statement of 
your current intentions and is not legally binding. all 
communications are treated in the strictest confidence. 

Forest gave me an excellent and interesting 
start to adult life for which I am most grateful. 
It makes me happy to think that by provision 
in my will I may assist others to have the 
same opportunity.

First XI Hockey 1957 

Judge francis daly
Copeland’s 1949-57 


