


‘Forest is a power-house with a heart. 
The pupils exude purpose – modern,
dynamic youngsters with an eye on what’s
happening next’ - The Good Schools Guide, 2017 
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Warden’s 
Welcome
Forest is a large, vibrant school, with more than 1,360 boys and girls in equal proportion, 
from 4 to 18. Our traditional House structure means that each pupil is treated as an 
individual, of whom we have the highest expectations, while our size enables us to offer 
breadth and depth of opportunity.

Forest School knows its pupils and knows itself. It puts the individual child at the centre of 
all it does and promotes a clear set of values, which underpin the Forest culture:

EXCELLENCE
DIVERSITY
COMMUNITY
HERITAGE

This is a humane, open-minded school with both feet on the ground, in which the pupils’ 
all-round personal development is outstanding and academic attainment high. It is, above 
all, a happy school which understands the rich inter-relationship between the curricular, the 
co-curricular and the pastoral. 

We benefit from a tremendous location: on the very edge of north-east London, a city 
school surrounded by ancient forest, safe but not secluded, and within a diverse, dynamic 
community. There is boldness in the School’s character, a readiness to be forward-thinking 
and adaptable, with pride in what we are and excitement for what lies ahead.

Seeing the School for yourself and meeting our pupils and staff is the best way to learn more 
about us and our culture. 

We look forward to welcoming you to Forest School.

Marcus Cliff Hodges
Warden
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Diamond 
School
Our 1,360 boys and girls are taught in single-sex classes at key 
stages of their education, prior to entering our co-educational Sixth 
Form. Until then, boys and girls share the same classrooms and the 
same teachers: just not at the same time!

At age 4, boys and girls are taught together in the Pre-Preparatory 
School. Boys and girls are taught separately from age 7 to 11 in the 
Preparatory School and also from age 11 to 16 in the Senior School, 
before joining co-educational classes at 16 for Sixth Form study.

Unlike in single-sex schools, boys and girls at Forest spend time 
together during break, at lunchtime and after school using the same 
playgrounds, fields, libraries, social areas, tuck shops, dining hall, 
buses to school, and engaging in co-educational co-curricular 
activities such as drama, music, clubs and societies, trips 
and meetings. 

Learning about learning

Forest has been a diamond structure school for over 40 years. 
During that time the School has developed expertise through 
first-hand experience of the way boys and girls tend to learn. 
Through the diamond structure, our teachers are able to focus on 
building our pupils’ learning characteristics so that they can develop 
the learning aspects and behaviours which may come less naturally 
to them.

Knowing the individual

Staff teach both classes of boys and classes of girls. While the 
syllabus is the same, our teachers can employ relevant strategies and 
delivery techniques for each group. Unlike at co-educational schools 
where boys and girls may both act up to type and exaggerate gender 
differences, Forest teachers can identify and address the innate 
differences they see between boys’ and girls’ learning and behaviour, 
and then also allow for the differences among boys and among girls.

We firmly believe that as boys and girls approach and then start 
their teenage years they do have different learning needs. For 
example, we know that many girls tend to take a more step-by-step 
approach to learning. Forest teachers understand this and encourage 
their girls’ classes to take more calculated risks in their work. This is 
particularly important at A-level, where pupils need more than 
just a methodological approach and ‘bite size’ revision to achieve 
the very best grades. It is no surprise to us that our girls opt for 
traditionally male-dominated subjects such as Physics and Design 
Technology.

Equally, many boys will temper their competitive instincts and 
become more collaborative in a single-sex setting, finding it easier to 
do all the things we want them to do as learners without 
self-consciousness. In English, for example, boys will willingly 
explore the emotional life through writing poetry, and will share 
creative ideas or readily seek support from the teacher in a 
comfortable, open environment.

Diamond teaching therefore enables the School to encourage wider 
definitions of masculinity and femininity. Through challenging 
gender stereotypes in the classroom and by encouraging boys and 
girls to step out of their comfort zones, Forest pupils acquire skills 
that single-sex and co-educational schools cannot teach so readily.

The best of all worlds

A diamond structure school offers all the academic benefits of 
single-sex teaching with all the social benefits of a co-educational 
school. The best of all worlds.

‘The School values its 
combined single-sex and 
co-educational structure’ 
Independent Schools’ Inspectorate 
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Forest Preparatory School consists of two sections: The Pre-Prep for pupils aged 4 to 7 
and our Prep School which teaches pupils aged 7 to 11.

Preparatory
School

 Ensuring that your son or daughter enjoys their Forest School 
experience to the utmost is very important to us as we look to 
develop, in each girl and boy, a happy and confident learner. A 
strong academic focus with excellent breadth in our educational 
provision is closely tied to our aim to help our pupils foster their 
interests and encourage their curiosity.

Upon joining the Preparatory School, Reception pupils become 
part of small co-educational classes with excellent adult contact 
throughout their day, experiencing a range of exciting activities 
and a creative approach to the curriculum – at the same time 
ensuring that their development in all aspects of their education 
is of paramount importance.  

Moving forward, girls and boys progress to single-sex classes for 
their academic lessons from Year 3. 

The advantages of learning in the single-sex environment, in 
more formal lessons, but maintaining the breadth of our offering 
makes being part of Forest such an exciting school experience. 

At Forest, each young man or young lady will be presented 
with a vast array of opportunities and make the most of the 
very special and purposeful atmosphere which characterises the 
School.

The excellent range of co-curricular activities on offer helps 
pupils develop their sporting, artistic and cultural talents and the 
curriculum is enriched by many educational visits and residential 
trips. 

A Forest School pupil is very well aware that he or she is learning 
about and being prepared for life outside the classroom. Highly 
effective pastoral care, supportive staff and emphasis on the 
importance of a successful home/school partnership all benefit a 
child’s development significantly and help us to make sure that 
every pupil is known, liked and valued by staff and the whole 
Forest community.

Please visit the Preparatory School and speak to staff and to 
current pupils – hearing them talk about their Forest experience 
makes them the best ambassadors any school could have!

James Sanderson
Head of the Preparatory School

Welcome
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Pre-Prep
Forest Pre-Prep forms the first part of the School’s diamond 
structure and pupils are taught in co-educational class sizes of 16 
children. Our Pre-Prep goes from Reception up to 7 years of age 
(Year 2). Each Pre-Prep class has one full-time teacher and a 
full-time teaching assistant.

The children are taught mainly by their form teacher, but during 
the week there are lessons taught by specialist teachers as well, for 
example; ICT, Drama, Music, Swimming and Physical Education. 

In the Pre-Prep we teach a ‘creative curriculum’ meaning that the 
subjects are taught in the context of a topic, such as ‘Let’s 
Celebrate’, ‘How Does Your Garden Grow?’ or 
‘Neighbourhood Watch’. We start each topic off with a ‘brilliant 
beginning’ and this enables us to capture the children’s interest and 
start our learning journey with a bang. Examples include a giant 
snow globe in the playground which children climbed through to 
experience winter weather for the start of our ‘Whatever the 
Weather’ topic and a visiting workshop day from the STOMP 
performers that kicked off our ‘Sound and Light’ topic.

Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Curriculum

Children in Reception follow the Early Learning Goals for the 
revised Statutory Framework of the Early Years Foundation Stage. 
There are seven areas of learning within the EYFS which cover 
the main areas of young children’s development.  These areas are: 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED), 
Communication and Language, Physical Development, Literacy, 
Mathematics, Understanding of the World, Expressive Arts and 
Design. 

In Reception, there is a balance of structured activities and 
free-play learning activities, both indoors and outdoors each day.  
Developing children’s social skills is a major part of the Reception 
curriculum.  The skills necessary to become a proficient reader are 
given high priority.  Forest Preparatory School follows the Jolly 
Phonics Programme. We use the Oxford Reading Tree supported by 
many well-known reading schemes to develop reading skills. 
There are numerous fun activities given to the Reception pupils to 
prepare them for more formal work in literacy and numeracy in 
Years 1 and 2.

Key Worker

Every child in Reception is assigned a key worker to help ensure 
that every child’s care is tailored to meet their individual needs. The 
form tutor is the key worker for children in Reception and they help 
the child to become familiar with their setting whilst also building a 
good relationship with the child and their parents and carers.

Key Stage 1 (Years 1 and 2)

After the Early Years Foundation Stage, children begin to follow 
broadly the National Curriculum, beginning with Key Stage 1 
for 5 to 7 year olds, in Year 1 and Year 2.  In both Reception and 
Key Stage 1 we teach the subjects through a creative curriculum 
wherever possible and topics change each half term.  This gives the 
children a context in which to learn and encourages qualities such as 
collaboration, independence, creativity and resilience.

Handwriting and phonics are practised regularly.  Tables and 
number bonds are learned once they have been thoroughly 
investigated through practical activities.

Children are introduced to Mandarin from Year 1.  

‘I really enjoy maths as I get 
to solve problems and the 
lessons are always fun’
Jack, Year 2
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Prep 
School
When the pupils transition from Pre-Prep or join Forest in Year 3, 
they are taught in single-sex classes for their timetabled, academic 
subjects. At other times, during clubs, trips, break-times, activities 
and productions, the girls and boys are in a co-educational 
environment. Class sizes are 22 in each class with a full-time teacher 
and shared teaching assistant (Years 3 and 4).

Key Stage 2 Curriculum

One of the many advantages of being an all-through School from 4 
to 18 years of age is that we are able to prepare the children for their 
secondary education, for university, and beyond. We can help pupils 
develop their skills and their understanding to ensure they stand the 
best chance of success for many years to come. Our curriculum is 
designed to provide them with these opportunities. Forest 
Preparatory School is different from many Prep Schools; we are not 
working to prepare pupils for an end-point at 11 or 13 years of age; 
the focus of our teaching looks much further to the future. 

Our pupils learn Reasoning, Thinking and Study Skills, learn a 
musical instrument for two years to experience the learning curve 
first-hand and realise that learning is not always easy, but will bring 
rewards and benefits if one perseveres. Mandarin is our core 
language from Years 1 to 6; the best time to learn a language is from 
a young age and we ensure children make the most of this 
opportunity by teaching a language which is challenging, and which 
may be of considerable benefit later on in life. Spanish and German 
are also taught in Years 5 and 6 respectively. 

Pupils also have Games, Physical Education, Dance, Drama, Swim-
ming, Music, Design Technology, Art, PSHEE and ICT lessons.  
Pupils participate in an activities programme, which introduces use-
ful life skills, for example, ‘Young First Aider’, money awareness and 
personal finance, debating skills, and they are provided with 
timetabled lessons specifically to reflect on their learning.

Operating a two-week timetable allows us the flexibility to offer so 
many different opportunities in addition to the important subjects 
of English, Mathematics, Science, Geography, History and Reli-
gious Studies. We set pupils for Maths in Years 5 and 6, by having a 
co-educational uppermost group and two parallel single-sex groups. 
This has proven very beneficial to pupils’ progress in this particular 
subject area. 

Academically, in all subjects, the pupils make excellent progress 
and whilst our aim and focus is for boys and girls to leave us as 
enthusiastic and inquisitive individuals, we are delighted with the 
Prep School pupils’ success at scholarship level, as the girls and boys 
regularly win awards to the Senior School at Forest. 

Learning Support 

Our academic support teacher is available to advise staff and to 
further assist any children who require support, in liaison with 
parents.

Clubs

We offer an enormous selection of clubs and activities at Forest 
School and children from Reception to Year 6 can sign up to a 
variety of clubs during the year. These take place before School, at 
lunchtimes and at the end of the school day.
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The Senior School consists of three sections: Lower School, Year 7 and 8; 
Middle School, Year 9, 10 and 11; and Sixth Fom, Year 12 and 13.

Senior 
School

Welcome
At Forest School, pupils are continually stretched and challenged 
because we encourage them to think beyond the narrow 
requirements of exams. 

We have a broad curriculum that promotes academic excellence 
while also pushing pupils to discover their own potential and 
abilities, recognising that there are different paths to success.

We understand the way boys and girls learn and have developed 
our school’s diamond structure that plays to their strengths. Our 
single-sex teaching between the ages of  7 and 16 creates a study 
environment that can be adapted to make boys and girls feel 
comfortable and which enables them to achieve their best.

The happy, inclusive atmosphere at our school is a result of the 
success of our approach, as is the high proportion of our pupils who 
go on to further study at leading universities and medical schools.

Academic ethos

There was a time when education was all about cramming 
information into pupils’ heads for them to regurgitate on an exam 
paper in the distant future. Content and knowledge were priceless 
commodities, and schools’ jobs were to provide them in spades.

At Forest, we realise that developing skills and academic agility 
is about a lot more than that. We recognise that pupils need to 
develop skills in risk taking, blue-sky thinking, creativity – and even 
sometimes failure and learning to pick themselves up and learn 
from their experiences – as part of their education.

Perhaps in the past education didn’t always value such things, 
but our pupils are living in a very different world – one in which 
information is easily and freely available, in which the pressures on 
young people have never been more intense, and in which 
examination performance is only one measure of the intellectual 
dexterity that the world will demand of them. 

So, with robustness, courage and independence, we are rising to the 
challenge of educating young people to be not only well-informed 
and knowledgeable, but most importantly of all, really adept 
life-long learners. 

Our curricular and co-curricular offer, pedagogical frameworks, 
and the language of learning embodied in ‘The Forest Learner’ are 
all centred around the need for pupils to understand what they are 
doing when they learn – because they are going to need to continue 
learning for their whole lives.

In the end it is not just about what we can do for these pupils, but 
what they can do for themselves that’s important. 

After all, we want them to leave as proficient, confident, imaginative 
innovators who will shape the brave new world they enter at 18.

     Justine Venditti 
     Head of Middle School

Louise Lechmere
Head of Lower School

11 12



The Forest Learner

Good learning leads to positive and life-long changes in knowledge, 
behaviour and attitudes. 

We want Forest pupils to be pro-active in showing good 
initiative, planning properly, and taking full responsibility for the 
development of their own learning characteristics under the 
guidance of their teachers. 

‘The Forest Learner’ is a framework of characteristics which prompts 
pupils to take ‘Initiative’, carry out meaningful ‘Planning’, and 
exercise ‘Responsibility’ in their learning – echoing the School’s 
motto: ‘In Pectore Robur’ (strength in the heart). Wherever they are 
learning, these essential learning characteristics will be the key to 
success.

Project Qualification

Our introduction of the Higher Project Qualification (HPQ) for all 
pupils at GCSE enables pupils to exercise enthusiasm, take personal 
academic responsibility for their learning, and become more expert 
than their teachers in any topic of their choosing.

The HPQ requires pupils to carry out research on a topic they have 
chosen. They can choose almost any topic, so long as it can be 
researched. They then use this research to produce a written report, 
or, in the case of practical projects, an artefact or a production.

Pupils can take inspiration from something studied in class or 
something completely unrelated to their studies.

Academic Monitoring

Our cycle of academic monitoring is structured in such a way that 
pupils set their own ongoing targets, arising from comment-only 
marking, and reflective, individualised discussions with tutors: pupil 
progress is the result of collaboration, but Forest pupils are helped 
to exercise their own responsibility in this process – spoon-feeding 
is out!

Digital Learning

We want our pupils to be confident, independent learners without 
boundaries or fear of the ever-changing digital world. 

Our emphasis on using digital technology to aid learning ensures 
our pupils will leave the School with e-learning and digital media 
skills which they can use in life at home, in later studies or at work.
We want our pupils to be informed, responsible and active 
participants in a connected, information-orientated society. 

We want pupils to be prepared for the future, to shape it, and not to 
learn about living in this emerging society by accident.

In recent years, Forest has invested in a wide range of online 
applications and resources to support lessons and independent 
learning. The libraries provide an additional range of top-quality 
online resources to support assignments and research projects. 

We also introduced Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) for pupils.
This requires every pupil to have with them in school a portable, 
keyboard-enabled device. 

This means that Forest teachers are able to direct pupils to websites 
and our own online resources during any lesson, or as homework.
There is no longer any need for a teacher to relocate their pupils to a 
computer room to do so.

The use of own devices, for appropriate tasks, has come from 
recognising the prevalence of digital devices in our everyday lives 
and it is a natural step to use them for learning. They also allow us 
to support our pupils and develop safe and responsible use of 
information and information technologies as part of their learning.

We recognise the need to integrate and balance teaching, content 
and technology to optimise learning in the 21st century.
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GCSE results
89% of all GCSE grades awarded to Forest pupils in 2016 were 
A*, A or B, and 69% of all grades awarded to Forest pupils were 
A* or A.

71% of pupils achieved at least five A* or A grades, while 65% 
achieved at least six A* or A grades. The A* grade has now been 
the most common GCSE result for Forest pupils for the past five 
years.

Higher Project Qualification

All of the School’s Year 11 pupils were entered for the HPQ  and 
88% of all grades awarded were A* or A, 97% were A*, A or B.

‘Highly stimulating and 
engaging teaching’
Independent Schools’ Inspectorate 

Academic Curriculum
Year 7 and Year 8 Curriculum

Pupils in Years 7 and 8 are offered a broad range of subjects to study 
including English, Mathematics, Science, Religious Studies, 
History, Geography, Art, Design and Technology, Food and 
Nutrition, Music, Latin, ICT, Physical Education.  Modern Foreign 
Languages are very important and in Year 7 pupils will have the 
opportunity to choose to study two Modern Foreign Languages 
from French, German, Mandarin and Spanish.

Year 9 Curriculum

Pupils joining Year 9 continue to study a core of subjects that we 
deem sufficient to ensure they experience adequate breadth in 
their education so that they do not unnecessarily constrain their 
I/GCSE choices.  Core subjects include English, all three Sciences, 
Mathematics, Geography, History and Religious Studies. They 
must also choose at least one Modern Foreign Language.  In 
addition to this core curriculum, pupils have the opportunity to 
make choices from a range of subject areas: Art, Classical Greek, 
Computing, Design and Technology, Drama, Food and Nutrition, 
Latin, Music, and Modern Foreign Languages. 

Year 10 and Year 11 Curriculum

A recent review of the Forest School curriculum showed that 
Forest pupils value equality and breadth of opportunity as well 
as the ability to specialise. On top of this, pupils and teachers 
expressed a strong appreciation for courses of study that go beyond 
the purely conventional – we exercise our School’s independence 
robustly.   

With this in mind, the curriculum in Year 10 and Year 11 
enables pupils to make choices to maintain breadth or to specialise 
according to their desires, whilst continuing to receive an education 
giving a good grounding in Mathematics, Science, English 
(Language and Literature) and a Modern Foreign Language. 

What makes our curriculum unique, however, is the opportunity 
for all pupils to study for a GCSE standard Higher Project 
Qualification (HPQ), the high-level research project favoured by 
universities.

As well as incorporating the teaching of study, research and 
independent learning skills, the HPQ also allows pupils to exercise 
intellectual curiosity, and their individual enthusiasms, since it can 
be focused on any subject area of the pupil’s own choosing.

In order to maintain a suitable breadth of education during the 
GCSE years, we make the following subjects a compulsory part 
of the core curriculum studied by all GCSE pupils at Forest: 
Mathematics (IGCSE), English Language (IGCSE), English 
Literature (IGCSE), Science (IGCSE), either Double Award 
Science (a course worth two IGCSEs, combining study of all three 
sciences), or at least two separate science IGCSEs (Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics), at least one Modern Foreign Language 
(French, German or Spanish) (IGCSE) and the Higher Project 
Qualification (Level 2).

On top of these seven subjects, pupils choose three full GCSE 
options. Higher achieving Mathematicians will also have the 
opportunity to study for a further qualification in Mathematics. 
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The Co-Curriculum
It is often said of our co-curriculum that it fully embodies what 
it means to be a Forest pupil and is one of the key characteristics 
of a Forester that makes them stand out from the crowd. There is 
overwhelming evidence that pupils who involve themselves in the 
co-curriculum often find that they excel in their academic studies. 
It gives pupils the confidence and ability to excel professionally and 
personally.

Pupils can choose anything from horse riding to chess, technology 
to debating, drama and a wide range of musical activities to some 
of the best of sporting offerings. We are always looking to make the 
programme better and it is customised to the pupils at the School – 
not the other way around.

Our core co-curriculum stems from pupils’ interests and passions. 
Each term new clubs and societies start at the request of pupils, and 
at Forest we are fortunate enough to be able to facilitate our pupils’ 
bright ideas with flexibility – these regularly become successful and 
well-subscribed, with many leading to national competitions.

At Forest it is not just about pupils finding out their potential 
interests for themselves, we also make sure that pupils are making 
the most of their time at school through our Forest Portfolio award. 
In each section, pupils are encouraged to keep trying something 
new while sticking with those activities they most enjoy.

The Forest Portfolio, which pupils begin in Year 7 and continue 
through to Sixth Form, is a journal of a pupil’s co-curricular 
achievements at Forest. It is everything a pupil does at the School 
outside the classroom and anything that helps to define them as an 
individual.

Pupils participate in a range of activities that encourage learning of 
Physical, Cultural and Leadership Skills. Each term pupils extend 
these skills or try something different to build on their learning. 
The Forest Portfolio also ensures pupils become active members 
of the wider community through the Community Action element 
and there is excellent tie-in with the requirements of the Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award Scheme.

Music at Forest

Whatever form of music a child is passionate about, we are here 
to help them have fun as they learn and achieve their musical 
ambitions. We are very proud of what our pupils achieve, and 
foster serious academic study as well as excellence in all aspects of 
performed music. 

Our aim is to ensure that young people have the chance to discover 
their talent and make the most of all their musical opportunities. 
Our pupils have the chance to join one of the School’s many 
ensembles or choirs, which include the Big Band, Soul Band and 
Chapel Choir.

The Forest Portfolio demonstrates how pupils are embracing school 
life and building their transferable skills. It can help to crystallise 
career plans or give the pupil a clear picture of the areas of the 
co-curriculum they find most interesting.

The co-curriculum at the School defines everything Forest is about; 
co-curricular activities celebrate the School’s long-standing heritage 
while looking forward to a changing world. Where else will you find 
a pupil excelling in their studies, enjoying go-karting and football 
while being able to decorate a birthday cake?

With co-curricular opportunities for all, there is certainly never an 
excuse to be bored!

Sport at Forest

Sporting excellence is part of our heritage and Forest is well 
known for the quality of its sport: as well as fielding strong teams, 
our pupils are regularly selected at district, county and national 
level. What we value most, however, is that everyone, whatever their 
level, is encouraged to join in and to enjoy sport.

The sports we offer include the mainstream – football, hockey, 
netball, cricket, basketball, athletics, gymnastics, tennis and 
swimming, as well as others such as golf, taekwondo and fencing.
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Drama at Forest

Performed drama is a central element of the co-curricular 
programme and our pupils benefit from an excellent range 
of high-quality, purpose-built facilities, including the 
350-seat Deaton Theatre with its state-of-the-art lighting and 
sound equipment.

Full-scale productions give large numbers of pupils the chance to 
act, or to develop design or technical skills. 

Art at Forest

At Forest we encourage everyone to enjoy exploring the huge 
number of artistic possibilities available. 

Art and Design at Forest flourishes in well-resourced studios and 
workshops in the centre of the School.

The facilities are always buzzing with activity as pupils dedicate as 
much time as they wish to their creative passions outside normal 
classroom hours. Pupils are encouraged to take part in the School’s 
annual Art and Design Exhibition which takes place every year in 
June.
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Pastoral
Care
Our goal is to produce well-rounded young men and women who 
become the very best versions of themselves and then go on to make 
a difference in the world beyond Forest. 

When pupils leave, we hope they have experienced success in 
different forms, achieved grades to move on to the course or work 
of their choosing, developed an enjoyment of challenge and become 
properly independent with a strong sense of self.  The guiding 
principle of our approach to help them achieve this, is simply that 
every individual pupil will feel known, liked, and valued. 

In order to achieve this, our pupils are divided into 14 Houses 
of approximately 80 pupils, Year 7- 13 inclusive; 7 each for boys 
and girls. The Housemasters and Housemistresses are key figures 
in the lives of pupils and their families, offering ongoing support 
and expert guidance to each pupil as he/she navigates the Forest 
academic, pastoral and co-curricular ‘road’ that leads them up 
through the School. 

The House therefore becomes a second home at Forest offering 
designated tutors who are the first port of call for every tutee. Our 
small tutor groups enable us to target age-appropriate support 
to boys and girls giving them comfortable space to reflect on 
their progress at School, as well as providing opportunities for 
competition and leadership. 

We welcome regular communication with parents and appreciate 
the importance of a positive and trusting relationship between 
school, pupils and parents. 

Forest is widely known for its outstanding pastoral care and the 
personal development of the pupils as they go about their busy lives 
in an environment where emotional well-being, tolerance, kindness 
and respect for self, others and the community are all championed. 

‘Pastoral arrangements are 
excellent and valued highly’
Independent Schools’ Inspectorate 
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Sixth
Form

23

Welcome
At the end of Year 13 Forest Sixth Formers leave us well 
qualified, having accumulated a vast range of skills. They have 
a strong sense of who they are, knowing where their strengths 
and interests lie. Forest Sixth Formers are resilient, thoughtful, 
creative and full of energy.

We believe that the final two years at school are distinctive and 
mark a transition from school to the wider world of university 
or employment. Sixth Formers have exclusive use of the Sixth 
Form Centre, as well as enjoying other privileges that set them 
apart from younger pupils. With many opportunities to lead the 
School and their Houses, Sixth Formers play a central role in the 
life of the whole School.

The Forest Diploma is the innovative, forward-thinking 
curriculum that all Sixth Formers undertake. At the centre of the 
Forest Diploma is strong academic achievement. Sixth Formers 
do three A-levels and the Extended Project Qualification (EPQ). 
Examinations are taken at the end of Year 13 and the EPQ is 
completed in Year 12. Year 12 and 13 students can expect to 
be in small classes taught by enthusiastic subject specialists. 
Excelling at A-level is about learning how to think and not just 
what to think. Sixth Formers can expect to be more independent 
in their learning and are always encouraged to go beyond the 
boundaries of the specifications. The EPQ allows each student to 
set the agenda and pursue a rigorous project that relates to their 
interests.

The Sixth Form is a community where, whatever your talent, 
you will find an outlet for it. Sixth Formers engage fully in the 
co-curricular opportunities – whether it’s art, music, sport or 
drama.

There are opportunities for the elite to perform, and the 
adventurous to ‘have a go’. Many Sixth Formers try things in 
their final two years at school that they wouldn’t have thought 
possible at the end of Year 11. 

There is also a healthy culture of Sixth Formers leading their own 
societies to pursue their interests with like-minded people.

We know that life in the Sixth Form presents its challenges. Year 
12 and 13 students receive gold-standard pastoral care from 
their tutor and Housemaster or Housemistress. Tutor groups are 
single-sex and meet their tutor every day. 

There is always support available to deal with anything that 
is troubling a student. All Year 12 students do a course in 
mindfulness to give them a tool-kit to manage the demands of 
life. 

We want Sixth Formers to be aware of life outside Forest. We 
believe that Sixth Formers should undertake community action 
and work experience and, in the classroom, they undertake 
courses in professional skills and personal decision making. 
These experiences, alongside our ‘Next Steps’ programme, help 
them make informed decisions about their future. 

The specialist Sixth Form team help Sixth Formers take on life 
beyond the white gates with confidence - whether that’s an 
exciting gap year, a place at medical school, an apprenticeship 
with a City accountancy firm, or a place at the university of their 
dreams.

Kate Spencer Ellis
Head of Sixth Form
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The Forest
Diploma
The Forest Diploma is our expression of the education we 
know Sixth Form leavers will require to thrive in a world of 
exponential change and exciting challenges.

The Diploma was developed through conversations with 
university academics and employers from the City of London 
and elsewhere. It has been designed to prepare students to excel 
in higher education and flourish in the world beyond. We are 
proud that the Forest Diploma reflects the distinctive ethos of 
excellence and opportunity in education that has characterised 
Forest School since 1834.

With A-levels and the EPQ at its academic core, the Diploma 
also combines opportunities and training to develop the skills, 
confidence and independence that universities and employers are 
asking for. If you are looking for more out of your Sixth Form 
years, take a look at the Forest Diploma: it’s an education for 
life.

Academic
Curriculum
A-levels

A-levels provide the core academic element of the Forest 
Diploma. Forest Sixth Formers can choose from 26 different 
A-level subjects, with most choosing three main subjects, 
examined at the end of the two-year course, and taught in small 
teaching groups of typically around ten to fifteen students.

The EPQ (Extended Project Qualification)

Forest students have been getting top grades in Project 
Qualifications (HPQ at GCSE, EPQ at A-level) for several 
years.  Universities and employers alike love the fact that they 
allow applicants to demonstrate independence, originality and 
self-motivation - so much so that universities are starting to 
make lower A-level offers to students offering an EPQ. You can 
develop your interest in a subject you are studying for A-level, or 
give your academic profile more breadth, by choosing something 
completely different. 

All students take a course in Project skills in Year 12 and will 
continue to produce an EPQ which may take the form of a 
dissertation-style essay, or perhaps a ‘creative artefact’, such as a 
film, composition or even a computer program. EPQ results are 
awarded in the summer between Year 12 and Year 13 and are a 
real A-level result to include on the UCAS form.

Subjects

Art
Biology
Business Studies
Chemistry
Classical Civilisation
Classical Greek
Computer Science
Design Technology
Drama
Economics
English Literature
French
Further Mathematics
German
Geography
Government & Politics
History
Latin
Mathematics
Music
PE
Philosophy
Religious Studies
Physics
Spanish
Textiles
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Competencies

Being ready for life outside the classroom is getting more 
and more complicated. The Forest Diploma Competencies 
component aims to meet that need: all students follow courses 
in personal decision making, mindfulness, professional skills and 
adult life skills. A thorough ‘Next Steps’ programme also helps 
prepare students for careers and the world of higher education.

Super-curriculum

The super-curricular element of the Diploma is what takes 
students above and beyond the bare requirements of their A-level 
studies. Whether it is medical application preparation, legal 
studies, or simply having an opportunity to read and discuss 
more widely in literature, Diploma students choose from a wide 
range of opportunities. Students are also actively encouraged to 
propose and run their own activities.

Community

At Forest we are determined to make the most of being at 
the heart of one of the world’s most diverse and exciting 
cities. Forest Diploma students show commitment, grit and 
independence by arranging work experience and community 
action placements. A series of lectures and tutorials - entitled 
‘Look Out!’- given by prominent figures in local, national and 
international affairs, will keep students informed about the 
world around us.

Communication

Everyone we spoke to in developing the Forest Diploma 
emphasised the importance of clear, coherent and persuasive 
communication. We all need to be able to explain who we are 
and adjust our communication to suit its purposes. As well as 
a course in Digital Skills and Profiles, students do two ‘Forest 
Viva’ interviews, an EPQ presentation and have the opportunity 
to try a range of other activities like debating and Mandarin.

For students who
want to be ready
Proficient

Adult Life Skills, Professional Skills and Personal Decision 
Making elements prepare Forest Diploma students to flourish in 
the world that awaits them after the Sixth Form.

Aware

We recognise that today’s Forest students are tomorrow’s 
global citizens; they need to understand their place in an 
interconnected world and how to thrive within it. The ‘Look 
Out!’ lecture series gives students access to some of the world’s 
most influential voices and helps them become confident in 
discussing many aspects of global politics and development.

Informed

Forest offers 26 academic subjects at A-level, taught by highly-
qualified subject specialists with an emphasis on supporting 
all students and stretching the most able. We make use of 
the facilities in the Martin Centre for Innovation to help 
our students manage their participation in a world in which 
information is everywhere. They become experts in their EPQ 
research areas, too, and, in doing so, become literate in dealing 
with the enormous range of information that faces all of us every 
day.

Experienced

Whether it is the Forest Internship, in which students get the 
chance to experience work life first hand, the presentation 
skills tested in the EPQ or the two Diploma ‘Vivas’ that are 
undertaken with senior teachers and then external academics, 
Forest Diploma students gain experience of a wide range of 
invaluable academic and real-life skills for the future.

Independent

Forest Diploma students learn to research at the highest level 
for an EPQ, pursuing personal interests through the practice 
of self-motivation, closely supported by teachers. Support of 
other kinds is provided across the curriculum but in such a way 
that students develop key skills of self-reliance. Forest Diploma 
students learn to manage their own workload, arrange their own 
internships and community service opportunities, are taught 
how to be resilient and mindful, and get more out of each 
experience as a result.
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We are delighted with the excellent results our students have 
achieved, which is testament to their dedicated teachers and 
strong learning habits.

In 2016, highlights include the fact that 10 Forest pupils 
secured their places at the University of Oxford and the 
University of Cambridge.

This continues Forest School’s excellent Oxbridge admissions 
record: the ratio of Oxbridge applications to offers made is over 
41% – exactly twice the national average and exceeding the 
figure achieved by other schools in the independent sector. 

Forest pupils also secured places at prestigious medical schools 
including the University of East Anglia, Imperial College 
London, King’s College London, University of Southampton 
and University College London.

The pupils’ results are excellent with 79% of grades awarded to 
Forest pupils A*, A or B, with 52% at A* and A. In 2016, 37% 
of our pupils also received three or more A* or A grades, up from 
28% last year. With nearly four in every ten pupils earning three 
or more A* and A grades at A Level, this was another exceptional 
year for Forest School.

Extended Project Qualification 

Over two thirds of all EPQ results were A* or A grades.

A-level results Pastoral and
Academic Support
All Sixth Formers have a tutor who they meet everyday and who 
provides both pastoral and academic support. Sixth Formers 
have the same tutor for two years so they get to know each other 
well.

While students are encouraged to work independently, subject 
teachers are never far away and are easily accessible. Forest 
teachers aim to form close relationships with both students and 
their families. 

Sixth Formers are also allocated a House and a Housemaster or 
Housemistress. Every student belongs to the same House from 
the day they walk through the School gates for the first time, 
and the Houses play an important part in the lives of all Forest 
students.

‘The School communicates a
palpable ethos of teamwork
and service’
The Good Schools Guide, 2017

‘Highly efficient and effective
teaching backed up by 
excellent results’
The Good Schools Guide, 2017
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School
Grounds
A London school like no other, our pupils experience a taste of two 
very different worlds: A city school set within 50 acres of grounds, 
surrounded by Epping Forest.

Forest is well connected to central London with fantastic 
transport links close to the School. We are a 10-minute walk from 
Snaresbrook tube station which is just 15 minutes away from 
Bethnal Green and 28 minutes away from Oxford Circus on the 
Central line. We are also a short bus journey away from 
Walthamstow Central, which is served by the Victoria line and 
London Overground.

The Park

The School owns 20 acres of sports grounds, known as The Park, 
which is easily accessed through the forest.  Pupils have use of 
football and cricket pitches, athletics tracks and an all-weather astro 
turf facility.

Some interesting facts about the School grounds:

• There are 17 school buildings across our 50 acre site ranging from 
beautiful 18th century Georgian architecture to the very best in 
modern design

• The Main Building is the oldest part of the School and predates 
Forest School 

• The Sylvestrian Leisure Centre was used as a secret training 
camp by Team GB Olympians, including athletes from the boxing, 
swimming, hockey, fencing and taekwondo teams in the run up to 
the London Olympic Games

• In 2012 the Martin Centre for Innovation opened, which houses 
digital teaching, learning and collaborative facilities for the whole 
School

• The Science Block underwent an extension in 2016, with six 
state-of-the-art laboratories being added to the department

• At the heart of the School is our field, where regular cricket and 
football matches are played

‘The facilities are astonishing’
   The Good Schools Guide, 2017 
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Registering your child

If you wish to send your child to Forest School you should in all 
cases complete the registration form and make payment of the 
£95 non-refundable registration fee via our website:
www.forest.org.uk.

Learning Support/Reasonable Adjustment

Please be advised that any additional needs, including medical, 
special educational needs and disability, should be disclosed 
as soon as possible and any information regarding these needs 
should be submitted to the School, so we are best placed to 
support each applicant. 

Please note that exam access arrangements are facilitated in 
line with JCQ regulations and, as such, a report written by an 
appropriate professional should be submitted in advance of the 
entrance examination so that reasonable readjustment can be put 
into effect.

Please indicate any Special Educational Needs and send a copy 
of relevant up-to-date documentation to the Admissions Office 
at least one month before the date of the entrance examination.

Joining
Forest 2018

Deborah Carbonaro
Assistant Registrar 

Sally Martin
Registrar

Contact the 
Admissions Team
admissions@forest.org.uk

020 8520 1744

35 36

We believe that choosing the right school for your child is one of 
the most important decisions you can make. To help you make 
that decision and to guide you through the admissions process at 
Forest, we warmly invite you to come and visit us. 

Throughout the year we hold a number of events where you 
can meet and talk to staff and be given a tour in order to help 
you get to know the School and pick up on the distinct feel of 
Forest.

Our pupils are always keen to meet prospective families and chat 
about their experiences at school; we believe they are our best 
ambassadors! You will find them friendly, open and welcoming.

Please look through the admissions information and do not 
hesitate to contact us if you have any queries.

We look forward to meeting you and welcoming you to Forest 
School.

Admissions



Joining Forest at 7+

Forest Preparatory School offers approximately six places for boys and 
six places for girls at age 7 in September each year. They will join our 
pupils from the Pre-Preparatory School to form two single-sex classes 
of 22 pupils in Year 3. Girls and boys are taught separately for most 
lessons, and come together for assemblies, clubs, trips, lunch and break 
times. 

There are three stages to our entrance procedure:

Stage One: Initial computer-based assessment

Candidates are invited to Forest in mid-November for an hour 
and a half to two hours to undertake some brief assessments using 
the computer. The girls and boys enjoy these immensely and are 
generally unaware that there is any sort of real assessment taking 
place. The programs they use are designed to give a real indication of 
a child’s general abilities in Maths and English. Depending upon the 
performance of your son or daughter, he/she may then be invited back 
for the final entrance examination in January. Only children successful 
in the first stage of the assessment process progress to the second stage.

Stage Two: The entrance examination

Selected candidates are invited back to Forest on a Saturday morning 
in January. During the morning, the children will read aloud a short 
text individually and undertake a piece of creative writing. In addition, 
there will be a fun activity which provides a relaxed opportunity for 
children to meet and spend time with other boys and girls sitting for 
entrance to Forest Preparatory School.

Following the initial assessments and before examination day, a report 
on your child’s academic progress and social development will be 
sought from his/her current school.

Stage Three: Meeting the Head 

Once we have looked at the work produced in the Stage Two entrance 
examination and received the report from each child’s current school, 
the parents of selected children will be invited to meet with the Head of 
the Preparatory School. 

This meeting will provide you with the opportunity to better 
understand all that the Prep School has to offer and for the Head to 
explain what we try to achieve for pupils and their families here at 
Forest School.

4+

Key dates for 4+ and 7+ entry September 2018

Open Day 
Including 7+ Talk by Head of Prep School
Saturday 23 September 2017

4+ Closing date for registrations 
Tuesday 26 September 2017

4+ Assessments 
Monday 2 October-
Wednesday 11 October 2017

4+ Offers posted
w/c Monday 16 October 2017

4+ Deadline for acceptance of offer
Tuesday 7 November 2017

7+ Closing date for registrations 
Monday 6 November 2017

7+ Initial assessments
Monday 13 November-
Friday 24 November 2017

7+ Entrance Exam
Saturday 27 January 2018

7+ Offers posted
Thursday 15 February 2018

7+ Deadline for acceptance of offer
Tuesday 6 March 2018

7+
Preparation for Entry at 7+

The school work your child will be undertaking in numeracy and 
literacy at their current school, working towards the end of Year 2, is 
the correct preparation for this examination. We do not recommend 
extra tuition. Our initial computer-based assessments are specifically 
designed so that children cannot prepare for them and it is important 
to us that a child will enjoy the level of the work at Forest School and 
be happy, confident learners. We need to be able to assess that this is 
the case and not a consequence of a child having received extra tuition.

Those children who reach Stage Two, the entrance examination, are 
required to write a story for which a title will be given. They need to 
be able to write simple phrases in proper sentences, understand the 
basic rules of grammar and punctuation (ie, a capital letter to begin 
a sentence, a full stop to end the sentence), and demonstrate a good 
range of vocabulary - in particular, the use of adjectives in descriptions. 
The children will also be asked to read from a passage chosen by us.

Results

All parents will be informed of the outcome of the procedure by post 
during the middle of February, in common with other independent 
schools in the area. A small number of candidates who meet the 
entrance criteria, but who are not initially offered places, may be offered 
a place on a short waiting list. The status of each candidate on the 
waiting list can usually be confirmed by the end of the Lent Term.

Places are limited, and when a child is not offered a place, this does 
not necessarily indicate a lack of ability or potential. Many candidates 
successfully re-apply for entry at 11+, where the number of places 
available is significantly greater. 

Joining Forest at 4+

Each year 32 pupils join the Pre-Preparatory School, 16 boys and 
16 girls.

How old does my child need to be?

4 years old by 1 September in the year of entry.

What is the time frame between assessment and hearing the 
result?

The assessments take place in early October the year before entry. 
We aim to get a response to you within two weeks.  

What does the assessment involve?

A series of low-key activities which include:- picture recognition, 
some letter recognition, following a pattern, knowing colours, 
counting, drawing, naming simple shapes, sequencing, listening to a 
story, playing and responding sensibly to the adults who are present.

What are we looking for?

• Language development and understanding
• Interest and involvement
• Concentration
• Interaction with adults and peers
• Co-operation
• Co-ordination and motor skills
• Maturity

We want to see if this will be the best place for your child and if 
we feel they ‘are’ and ‘will be’ ready for the type of education that 
we offer at Forest.  For this reason we would request you do not 
specifically prepare your child for the 4+ entrance procedure.

The School day

The School day is from 8.35am - 3.30pm. Pupils are welcomed to 
their classrooms from 8.15am and supervised in the playground 
until 4.00pm.  An extended School day is available (at extra cost)
with Breakfast Club from 7.30am - 8.15am and After School Care 
from 4.00pm - 6.00pm.  
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Joining Forest at 11+

Forest School offers approximately 120 places for boys and girls at 
age 11 in September each year. They will join our pupils from the 
Preparatory School to form eight single-sex classes in Year 7. Girls 
and boys are taught separately for all lessons and come together for 
assemblies, clubs, trips, lunch and break times. 

Entry requirements

Candidates should have reached the age of 11 before 1 September in 
the year of entry. 

Selection criteria

• Performance in English and Mathematics examinations.

• A written, confidential report from the current school.

• After the entrance examinations, candidates who have performed 
well and who are being considered for a place will be invited to 
attend an interview with a senior member of staff. Candidates 
will have the opportunity to talk about their interests and 
achievements, both academic and co-curricular.

Entrance examination

Mathematics - 1 hour with questions on numerical skills and 
reasoning. 

Questions require arithmetical knowledge such as addition, 
multiplication and fractions. There are problems to solve in a variety 
of contexts. 

We are looking for candidates who demonstrate logical and creative 
thinking when problem-solving. In the exam, we advise candidates 
to show all their working. There will be credit when the candidate 
demonstrates a correct method even if they have made a mistake en 
route to the final answer! 

English - 1 hour 15 minutes long in total.

Section A assesses reading and comprehension.
Candidates have 10 minutes to read a short passage and then have 35 
minutes to answer questions on the passage.

We are looking for evidence that candidates have clearly understood 
what has happened in the passage. Candidates who do well 
demonstrate that they can understand layers of meaning and show 
sensitivity to the writer’s use of language. 

Section B is 30 minutes long and assesses writing.  There is a choice 
of 2 questions, one of which will be a creative writing task. 

We are looking for clear and accurate writing and a varied vocabulary. 
Candidates who do well enjoy expressing themselves and engage the 
reader through their fluency and imagination.

Scholarships 

Up to the equivalent of 14 places may be awarded annually to 
candidates at 11+ following scholarship assessment in January of 
the year of entry. The number of places allocated includes both 
scholarship and bursary awards.

• Academic Scholarships
• Music Scholarships
• Sport Scholarships

11+ sample papers and further details of the 11+ entrance 
process, including scholarship information, can be downloaded 
from the School website.

Key dates for 11+ entry September 2018

Open Day
Saturday 23 September 2017

11+ Information Morning
Saturday 7 October 2017

11+ Information Morning
Saturday 25 November 2017

11+ Closing date for registrations
Friday 1 December 2017

11+ Tours 
Between September and December, all candidates will be invited to 
attend a group tour, conducted by a senior member of staff, when 
families will have the opportunity to experience Forest on a normal 
School day.

11+ Entrance Exam
Saturday 13 January 2018

11+

11+ Music Scholarship auditions
w/c Monday 15 January 2018

11+ Academic Scholarship interviews
w/c Monday 22 January 2018

11+ Sport Scholarship assessments 
w/c Monday 22 January 2018

11+ Fee-Paying Interviews
w/c Monday 29 January - 
Thursday 8 February 2018

11+ Offers posted
Thursday 15 February 2018

11+ Taster Morning for offer holders
Monday 26 February 2018

11+ Deadline for acceptance of offer 
Tuesday 6 March 2018

11+
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Key dates for 13+ entry September 2018

Open Day
Saturday 23 September 2017

13+ Closing date for registrations 
Monday 15 January 2018

13+ Entrance Exam
Tuesday 6 February 2018

13+ Non-Academic Scholarship Assessments
w/c Monday 19 February 2018

13+ Academic Scholarship Interviews
Tuesday 20 February 2018

13+ Fee Paying Interviews
w/c Monday 26 February 2018

13+ Offers posted
Monday 5 March 2018

13+ Deadline for acceptance of offer
Friday 16 March 2018

13+
Joining Forest at 13+

Forest School does not reserve a set number of places for entry 
at 13+. The number offered will vary according to the size of the 
cohort in Year 8 coming through to Year 9.

Entry requirements

Candidates should have reached the age of 13 before 1 September in 
the year of entry. 

Selection criteria

• Performance in English and Mathematics examinations.

• A written, confidential report from the current school.

• After the entrance examinations, candidates who have performed 
well and who are being considered for a place will be invited to 
attend an interview with a senior member of staff when they 
will have the opportunity to talk about their interests and 
achievements, both academic and co-curricular.

Scholarships

Up to the equivalent of 2 places may be awarded annually to 
candidates at 13+ following scholarship assessment. The number 
of places allocated includes both scholarship and bursary 
awards. These awards are available to new entrants and internal 
candidates who do not already hold an award amounting to 50% 
fee remission.

• Academic Scholarships
• Music Scholarships
• Sport Scholarships

13+ sample papers and further details of the 13+ entrance 
process, including scholarship information, can be downloaded 
from the School website.

Joining Forest at 16+

Candidates wishing to join Forest at 16 must first register online 
to sit the 16+ entrance and scholarship examination.

Candidates should select the scholarship/s they wish to apply for 
and whether they wish to be considered for a bursary.

GCSE requirements

• At least grade 4/C in English and Maths; and
• At least two 7/A grades and four 5/B grades; and
• The required grade at I/GCSE in the qualifying subject/s 

required for their chosen courses - see the qualifying 
subjects table overleaf

Entrance examination

The entrance examination consists of a 45 minute compulsory 
Critical Thinking paper and two 45 minute GCSE level papers 
from the subjects below:

Biology, Chemistry, Computer Science, English Literature, 
French, Geography, German, History, Latin or Classical Greek, 
Mathematics, Physics, Religious Studies or Spanish.

The two subjects need not be the A-level subjects the candidate 
subsequently takes at Forest. The examination will determine 
whether the candidate will be offered:

• An interview for a fee-paying place at Forest
• An interview for an academic scholarship at Forest

Interview for fee-paying students

Candidates will be invited to the School for an interview with 
members of the Sixth Form team, during which they will 
have the opportunity to talk about their academic work, their 
interests and why they want to come to Forest.

References

Forest School will request a reference from the candidate’s 
school, asking about academic standard, commitment to study, 
attendance and co-curricular contributions.

We are looking for candidates who are academically able, 
punctual, committed and willing to get involved with a broad 
range of activities. 

Scholarships 

Scholarships are awarded for outstanding academic ability and 
exceptional attainment in Art, Drama, Music and Sport.

Up to the equivalent of 6 places may be awarded annually to 
both internal and new entrants to the Sixth Form. The number 
of places allocated includes both scholarship and bursary awards.

Candidates who receive scholarships in non-academic areas are 
encouraged, but not required, to take the subject at A-level. 
Candidates who hold non-academic awards are expected to make 
a significant contribution to the relevant area, which will be 
monitored in an annual scholarship review meeting. 

Interviews for Academic Scholarships

Candidates will have a general interview where they will be 
required to demonstrate intellectual curiosity and a willingness 
to think about unfamiliar problems.

Candidates will also have a subject interview. This will probe 
further into their understanding of one of the subjects in which 
they were examined. 

Scholarship candidates will also take part in a group task where 
they will be required to solve a problem with a group of other 
candidates.

A 16+ sample Critical Thinking paper and further details of 
the 16+ entrance process can be downloaded from the School 
website.
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Art & Design

Biology

Business

Chemistry

Classical Civilisation

Classical Greek (Pre-U)

Computer Science

Design Technology

Drama & Theatre 
Studies

Economics

English Literature

French

Geography

German

Government & Politics

History

Latin (Pre-U)

Mathematics

Further Mathematics

Music

Philosophy

Physical Education

Physics

Religious Studies

Spanish

Textiles

Art & Design or Textiles (B/5)

Biology (A/7) and Chemistry (A/7) 
or Double Award Science (AA/77)

and Mathematics (A/7)

English (B/5) and Mathematics (B/5)

Chemistry (A/7) or Double Award Science 
(AA/77)

and Mathematics (A/7)

Any long essay-writing subject, or Latin or 
Greek (B/5)

Classical Greek (A/7)

Computer Science (A/7) and Mathematics (B/5)

Design Technology (A/7)

Any long essay-writing subject (B/5)

Mathematics (A/7) and any long essay-writing subject (A/7)

English and English Literature (A/B or 7/5, 
either way around)

French (A/7)

Geography (B/5) or any two sciences/Double Award (A/A 
or 7/7)

German (A/7)

Any long essay-writing subject (A/7)

History (B/5)

Latin (A/7)

Mathematics (A/7)

Mathematics (A*/8)

Music (A/7) and Grade 6 on instrument or 
voice and ongoing instrumental/singing 
lessons

or Grade 5 Theory and Grade 6 on 
instrument or voice and ongoing 
instrumental/singing lessons

Any long essay-writing subject (A/7) and Mathematics (B/5)

Any long essay-writing subject (B/5) and any science (B/5)

Physics (A/7) or Double Award Science 
(AA/77)

and Mathematics (A/7)

Any long essay-writing subject (A/7) and English Literature (B/5)

Spanish (A/7)

Art & Design or Textiles (B/5)

GCSE requirements for A-level study Entrance Exam 
by subject
In addition to the compulsory Critical Thinking paper, 
candidates will be asked to choose two additional subjects they 
wish to be examined in.

Compulsory paper for all candidates

Critical Thinking

All candidates will take a test which will assess their ability to 
think in a critical manner. Candidates will be presented with a 
series of multiple choice questions that will test their ability to 
think logically and laterally. Some of these questions will require 
verbal reasoning and others require numerical reasoning. No 
prior subject knowledge is required. Example questions will be 
available in advance.

Two from the following 14 papers

Biology

Most of the information needed will be in the questions 
and candidates will be expected to use this along with their 
knowledge of how science works to answer the questions. We 
understand that candidates will not have necessarily studied all 
topics in Biology GCSE as they are only part way through Year 
11. Therefore any ‘straight recall’ questions will be on biology 
learned from Key Stage 3 or Year 10 Core Science Biology.

Chemistry 

Candidates will be expected to interpret the use of state symbols 
and use this to help balance and write symbol equations for 
chemical reactions. A knowledge of atomic structure, salt making 
and rates of reaction will also be tested. The ability of candidates 
to apply chemical ideas and interpret data will also be tested to 
explore the candidates’ thinking skills.

Computer Science

Candidates will sit a GCSE level paper that will assess 
their theoretical knowledge of hardware, software and data 
representation, computational thinking skills including 
interpreting and designing algorithms, and a question 
surrounding the social, moral, ethical and cultural issues of 
computing. The exam will not be programming language 
specific.

English Literature

The English assessment will be a response to an unseen passage 
of literature. The passage may be poetry, prose or drama.
Candidates’ ability to interpret layers of meaning in an analytical 
and creative way will be assessed as well as their ability to 
communicate cogently.

French

Candidates will be required to do a GCSE level reading 
comprehension, complete a GCSE level grammar section and 
write a short essay.

Geography

Candidates will sit a written GCSE level paper that will assess 
their graphicacy/response skills and their knowledge and 
conceptual understanding of geographical issues.

German

Candidates will be required to do a GCSE level reading 
comprehension, complete a GCSE level grammar section and 
write a short essay.
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History

The exam will be a short source on an area candidates have 
not studied at GCSE and an essay. The first section will test 
candidates’ source skills and ability to think. The second section 
will be a choice of two essays which will require candidates to 
apply a cause or factor to what they know, giving examples. 
Candidates should prepare for the paper by reading through and 
familiarising themselves with their GCSE notes so that they can 
use supporting examples to back up judgements.

Latin or Classical Greek

Candidates will be asked to translate a passage into English and 
to answer questions on a passage of GCSE level. Make sure you 
know your GCSE vocabulary (available on the OCR website) 
and the grammar you have covered on the GCSE specification.

Mathematics

The paper comprises a selection of higher GCSE/IGCSE level 
questions across all strands of the syllabus. Candidates have 
a choice as to which questions they answer; all questions are 
weighted equally. Candidates should demonstrate a confident 
understanding of the Mathematics they have studied thus far 
in their GCSE/IGCSE course, and the ability to apply their 
knowledge and reasoning successfully to problems.

Physics

Questions explaining, describing and calculating will test 
a candidate’s understanding of basic physics concepts (e.g. 
conservation of energy) and quantities (e.g. velocity, current) 
in different contexts. Topics covered will be forces, motion, 
waves, energy, electricity, radioactivity and space. Calculations 
will not require memorisation of formulae, but for instance an 
acceleration calculation would require the understanding that 
acceleration is the rate of change of velocity.

Religious Studies

Candidates sitting the Religious Studies paper will be expected 
to answer three short essay style questions, which are broadly 
religious, ethical or philosophical in nature. Candidates have 
a completely free choice in the questions they answer out 
of a choice of six. No specific prior knowledge is required, 
but candidates should display high GCSE level ability at 
constructing an intelligently reasoned and balanced argument. 

Spanish

Candidates will be required to do a GCSE level reading 
comprehension, complete a GCSE level grammar section and 
write a short essay.

Key dates for 16+ entry September 2018

Sixth Form Open Evening
Monday 25 September 2017

16+ Closing date for registrations
Friday 20 October 2017

16+ Entrance Exam
Saturday 18 November 2017

16+ Non-Academic Scholarship Assessments
w/c Monday 20 November 2017
(Art - Saturday 18 November 2017)

16+ Academic Scholarship Interviews
w/c Monday 27 November 2017

16+ Fee Paying Interviews
w/c Monday 4 December 2017

16+ Offers posted
Monday 11 December 2017

16+ Deadline for acceptance of offer 
Wednesday 10 January 2018

16+
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Forest School is committed to attracting the ablest and most 
talented pupils to join an environment where they will be 
challenged and stretched and to which they can make an 
exciting contribution. 

We are also committed to ensuring that able and talented 
children have access to this environment even when parental 
income is not sufficient to pay the full cost of fees.

The maximum non-means-tested fee remission awarded in 
respect of any one pupil is 50% of full fees, whether in one 
area of excellence or in a combination of one or more areas 
of excellence.

Bursaries are means-tested and are awarded in addition to 
scholarships, up to and including the total remission of 
fees; in other words, a free place. Bursaries are only given in 
conjunction with a scholarship. Please refer to the household 
income bands overleaf to determine eligibility for bursarial 
assistance.

Scholarships 

For full details of assessment criteria and required levels of 
expertise or attainment please refer to the School website 
www.forest.org.uk/senior-school/admissions.

All candidates applying for a non-academic scholarship must 
sit the entrance examination and meet the academic standard 
for entry into the School.

Forest Exhibitions 

Forest Exhibitions are awarded in recognition of potential 
to those candidates who have not qualified for a scholarship 
(with the exception of Music). They take the form of a small 
reduction in fees, the exact level of which is dependent on 
the number awarded.

Scholarships and 
Bursaries

Mulalley & Company Limited

• Candidate joins Forest School in the Sixth Form
• Candidate fulfils Forest School academic entry 

requirements
• Previously educated entirely in the state sector
• Means-tested in line with Forest School bursary 

requirements
• No subject requirement

Forest School Olympic Scholarship

• Candidate joins Forest School in the Sixth Form
• Candidate fulfils Forest School academic entry 

requirements
• Candidate must be resident in one of the Olympic hosting 

boroughs (Barking and Dagenham, Greenwich, Hackney, 
Newham, Tower Hamlets and Waltham Forest)

• Means-tested in line with Forest School bursary 
requirements

The Old Foresters’ Club Scholarship

The Old Foresters’ Club Sixth Form Scholarship (up to 25% of one 
full place) is awarded on ability to the son or daughter of an Old 
Forester at the discretion of the School. However, where several can-
didates are eligible, priority will be given according to means-test.

In the case of Music, Forest Exhibitions meet the cost of lessons 
in one or more instruments and may be awarded in place of or 
in addition to a Music scholarship. They may also be awarded 
at the discretion of the Director of Music at points other than 
entry.

Further information can be found on the School website. 

Additional awards at 16+

Up to the equivalent of 1 place is available to entrants at 16+, 
sponsored by Mulalley and Company Limited and the School’s 
Olympic Fund. Awards in this category are means-tested 
and are awarded at the discretion of the School to candidates 
who perform strongly in the 16+ entrance examination and 
subsequent scholarship interviews who meet the eligibility 

Household income bands

Please see the table below to determine eligibility for bursarial 
assistance.

Income Band Award

£0-£53,000 100%

£53,001-£55,000 90%

£55,001-£57,000 80%

£57,001-£59,000 70%

£59,001-£61,000 60%

£61,001-£63,000 50%

£63,001-£65,000 40%

£65,001-£67,000 30%

£67,001-£69,000 20%

£69,001-£71,000 10%

One child
Income Band Award

£0-£44,000 100%

£44,001-£46,000 90%

£46,001-£48,000 80%

£48,001-£50,000 70%

£50,001-£52,000 60%

£52,001-£54,000 50%

£54,001-£56,000 40%

£56,001-£58,000 30%

£58,001-£60,000 20%

£60,001-£62,000 10%

Two children
Income Band Award

£0-£47,000 100%

£47,001-£49,000 90%

£49,001-£51,000 80%

£51,001-£53,000 70%

£53,001-£55,000 60%

£55,001-£57,000 50%

£57,001-£59,000 40%

£59,001-£61,000 30%

£61,001-£63,000 20%

£63,001-£65,000 10%

Income Band Award

£0-£50,000 100%

£50,001-£52,000 90%

£52,001-£54,000 80%

£54,001-£56,000 70%

£56,001-£58,000 60%

£58,001-£60,000 50%

£60,001-£62,000 40%

£62,001-£64,000 30%

£64,001-£66,000 20%

£66,001-£68,000 10%

Three children

Four children
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Scholarships 

a)  All scholarships are awards made on the basis of assessed merit 
at the discretion of the School, and the School’s decision is 
final. 

b)  All internal materials relating to assessment, such as 
examination scripts, interview notes and results, whether for 
award or place, remain the confidential property of Forest 
School. 

c)  All scholarships are awarded for the full duration of the 
pupil’s life at the School, subject to annual review of 
performance and conduct relevant to the scholarship held. 
The School reserves the right to reduce or remove the level 
of scholarship where there are significant concerns about the 
pupil’s commitment or progress; at least a term’s notice will be 
provided of any such decision.

Bursaries 

d)  All bursaries are awarded in light of the information given on 
a completed means-test form. The School will also take into 
consideration parental assets, investments and savings when 
assessing applications.

e)  Bursaries are only given in conjunction with a scholarship. 
The level of bursary is as stated in the offer letter. 

f )  Bursaries will be reviewed annually and the School reserves 
the right to increase, reduce or remove means-tested remission 
should parental income change. 

g)  If a scholarship is reduced or removed as in (c) above, any 
bursarial monies attached to that scholarship will be reduced 
or removed accordingly. 

h)  The School’s decision concerning eligibility for bursaries is 
final.

Forest Exhibitions 

i)  Exhibitions may be removed at any stage if the pupil’s 
commitment or progress no longer merits this recognition.

Fees effective from 1 September 2017

Reception to Year 2 £4,200 per term 
Year 3 £4,480 per term
Years 4 to 6 £4,820 per term 
Years 7 to 13 £5,992 per term 

What the fees include

• Lunches
• Resources
• Off-site visits, excluding residential trips
• Co-curricular activities 

Reductions

• For pupils who are children of clergy: 5% of basic fees
• For younger siblings in a family: 5% of basic fees
• No reductions apply to pupils in Reception, Year 1 
       and Year 2

Siblings at the School

The application from a sibling of a current pupil will be viewed 
sympathetically but a sibling must win a place at the School 
on the same basis as any other applicant. Nonetheless Forest is 
proud of its reputation as a family school and pleased to admit 
siblings.

Subsequent children are offered a reduction of 5% of the basic 
fee after deduction of any awards or fee allowances that may be 
applicable.

Regulations School Fees
Schedule of fees effective from 1 September 2017

School fees are payable in advance on the first day of term by 
direct debit, together with any other charges incurred. Interest 
is charged on overdue accounts. School fees cannot be refunded 
for any part of a term for which a pupil is absent through illness, 
accident, quarantine or other cause.  

Parents are advised to consider joining the School Fees 
Protection Scheme which may also be extended to cover certain 
medical expenses through a Group Private Health Scheme. 
Parents’ attention is drawn to the existence of fee-payment 
schemes linked to life insurance policies, for example. Such 
schemes offer advantages, particularly if taken out whilst 
children are young.

Hardship Funds 

Up to the equivalent of a minimum of 2 places are reserved to retain 
pupils in Year 6, Year 11 or Year 13, whose parental income has sud-
denly and unexpectedly reduced, to enable them to complete that 
key stage of their education. The amount of support is determined 
by means-test. Exceptionally, the School will consider hardship 
funding for pupils in Year 5, Year 10 or Year 12. Eligibility is not 
transferable into the next key stage. The School’s decision concern-
ing eligibility for hardship funding is final.

Notice of removal

Notice of the intention to remove a pupil, or not to accept a 
place offered, must be given in writing before the first day of 
the previous term or a term’s fees must be paid in lieu of notice.  
Provisional notice of leaving must be given if an examination 
result will determine whether or not a pupil leaves. Parents are 
also reminded that they must give a full term’s notice in writing 
before ending any special tuition given by visiting teachers.

A full term’s notice in writing is also required to withdraw from 
the School Bus Scheme.

Increases

Every effort is made to give a term’s notice of fee increases but 
the Governors reserve the right to increase the fees without 
such notice if necessary. Fees are usually adjusted once a year in 
September.

Insurance 

Whilst the School takes all proper steps to safeguard pupils’ 
personal effects on school premises, no liability whatsoever can 
be accepted for any loss of or damage to them.

Parents are therefore recommended to check that their own 
insurance policy covers articles taken to school and, if it does not 
do so, to arrange for the policy to be appropriately extended. 

A deposit locker system operates at school for those pupils who 
wish to use it but the School cannot be held liable for any loss of 
or damage to articles left in these lockers.

A Personal Accident Insurance Scheme is included in the fees. 
The cover under this scheme is worldwide and continues during 
the holiday periods and also whether the accident occurs inside 
or outside the School. The scheme in principle covers accidents 
that are not occasioned by negligence. The School holds full 
Public Liability insurance cover in respect of pupils, staff, 
parents and visitors.

Extras

A £950 fee is payable on acceptance of a place.

The cost of entry for public examinations is charged in addition 
to the basic school fees.

Text books are issued on loan - a charge will be made if they 
are damaged, lost or not returned by the due date. For certain 
subjects, pupils may be advised to subscribe to specialist 
magazines and/or periodicals; the cost of these publications will 
be charged on the termly fee account if they are supplied by the 
subject teacher.

Individual music lessons:
• 10 full lessons (40 minutes): £228.40 per term

• 10 half lessons (20 minutes): £120.42 per term

Special charges are made for membership of the CCF and 
various clubs. 

Breakfast is available between 7.30am – 8.15am at extra cost.
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School Bus FS1
Epping

Loughton
Buckhurst Hill

Chingford
Woodford

School Bus FS5
Islington
Highbury

Canonbury
Dalston

Hackney Downs

School Bus FS2
Upminster

Hornchurch
Hainault 
Chigwell

Woodford

School Bus FS6
Newington Green

Canonbury
Hackney
Leyton

School Bus FS3
Hornchurch
Seven Kings

Newbury Park
Gants Hill
Redbridge
Woodford

School Bus FS7
Highbury Park

Arsenal
Brownswood Park
Stoke Newington

Clapton

School Bus FS4
Docklands
East Ham

Forest Gate
Manor Park

Wanstead Flats

School Bus FS8
Bounds Green
Crouch End 

Broadway
Hornsey Rise

Forest School operates a school bus service at each end of 
the School day.

The earliest pick-up time is 6.57am and most of the buses 
arrive at School by 8.15am. Buses depart after school at 
4.15pm for the return journey.

Routes are periodically revised to meet demand.

Further details of routes and costs can be obtained by calling 
the School (020 8520 1744) or from the School website.

School Bus
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Open Day
Saturday 23 September 2017

Sixth Form Open Evening
Monday 25 September 2017

11+ Information Morning
Saturday 7 October 2017

11+ Information Morning
Saturday 25 November 2017

To book your place, please visit:
www.forest.org.uk

Visit 
Forest
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